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PREFACE. 



Herewith are presented the laws of Virginia relating to 
public welfare in general and child welfare in particular. Of 
these statutes, seventeen were bills prepared and submitted to 
the General Assembly by the Children's Code Commission, which 
was appointed by Governor Westmoreland Davis at the instance 
of the Virginia League of Women Voters. Another, the com- 
pulsory school attendance law, is the shattered remnant of a bill 
proposed jointly by the State Teachers' Association and the Chil- 
dren's Code Commission. The other acts included deal with pub- 
lic welfare measures, such as the care of delinquent women, the 
establishment of a Mental Health Commission, and the promo- 
tion of the industrial farm for convicted misdemeanants. 

The laws relating to the four State industrial schools are 
greatly in need of revision. They were not revised by the Chil- 
dren's Code Commission because a special committee of the State 
Conference of Social Work had been appointed to consider this 
particular subject. The committee, however, did not under- 
take to revise the laws, but, instead, presented a bill to the 
General Assembly providing for the appointment of a special 
joint committee of the two branches to study this entire question. 
This bill passed the Senate, but was lost in the closing hours of 
the House. 

The laws have been classified and grouped as follows : 

Classification. 

Monographs explaining the more important statutes will 
be issued separately from time to time by the State Board of 
Public Welfare. This board will also prepare and furnish sam- 
ples of standard forms for use by local boards of public welfare, 
juvenile and domestic relations courts, etc. For information 
concerning the operation of these laws, application should be 
made to the State Board of Public Welfare, Library Building, 
Richmond, Va. 

The National Probation Association, 370 Seventh Avenue, 
New York City, can furnish very helpful information concerning 
probation and juvenile court work in general. The Federal Chil- 
dren's Bureau of the Department of Labor, Washington, D. C, 
will also give valuable information and render assistance when 
requested. 
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CHAPTER 105, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to continue the Board of Charities and Corrections under the name 
of State Board of Public Welfare; to provide for the composition and 
maintenance of said board; to prescribe its powers, duties and com- 
pensation; to provide how the officers, assistants and employees of the 
board may be appointed and compensated; to authorize the board to 
create a children's bureau; to provide how county and city boards of 
public welfare must or may be appointed, with certain exceptions, and 
to prescribe the powers and duties of such local boards; to authorize 
such local boards to appoint local superintendents of public welfare, 
and to prescribe the powers, duties and compensation of such superin- 
tendents, if and when appointed; also, to repeal sections 1888 to 1902, 
inclusive, of the Code of Virginia. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. The Board of Charities and Corrections, con- 
sisting of five members, established by an act approved March 
thirteenth, nineteen hundred and eight, and retained by section 
eighteen hundred and eighty-eight of the Code of Virginia of 
nineteen hundred and nineteen, shall be continued under the 
name of State Board of Public Welfare ; and wherever the words 
"Board of Charities and Corrections," or other words denoting 
that board, appear in <any statute heretofore or hereafter enacted, 
the same shall be construed to mean the State Board of Public 
Welfare provided for in this act. The members of the Board 
of Charities and Corrections who may be in office when this act 
takes effect shall continue in office as members of the State 
Board of Public Welfare, and on February 15th in every year, 
the Governor shall, subject to confirmation by the Senate, appoint 
one member of the last-named board for a term of five years, 
commencing on that date, to succeed the member whose term 
then expires by limitation. Appointments to fill vacancies caused 
by death, resignation, removal, or any other cause, before the 
expiration of such terms, shall be made for the residue of such 
terms in the same manner. No director, officer, or employee of 
an institution subject to the terms of this act shall be appointed 
a member of such board. The members of the said board may 
at any time be removed by the Governor for cause. ' 

Sec. 2. The rooms in the State Library building, occupied 
by the Board of Charities and Corrections on the passage of this 
act, shall be the rooms of the State Board of Public Welfare, 
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until otherwise provided by law or ordered by the Governor and 
the Register of the Land Office and Superintendent of Grounds 
and Buildings. 

Sec. 3. The State Board of Public Welfare shall hold its 
meetings at least semi-annually, and oftener whenever called in 
session by the chairman thereof. The chairman shall be annually 
elected by the members of the board from among their number, 
and the board may make such rules and regulations for the con- 
duct of its proceedings as it may deem proper. The members 
of the board shall receive no compensation for their services, 
except as hereinafter provided. Wherever the word "board" is 
used hereafter in this act, the same shall mean the State Board 
of Public Welfare unless the context indicates otherwise. 

Sec. 4. The board shall appoint, to serve during its pleas- 
ure, an executive officer, to be known as the commissioner of 
public welfare, who shall be' paid for his services, in addition to 
necessary traveling expenses, such annual salary as may be ap- 
propriated by law for the purpose. No person while a member 
of the board, or within twelve months after retirement there- 
from, shall be eligible for this office. The board may appoint 
an assistant commissioner of public welfare, who, if appointed, 
shall serve during the pleasure of the board, and shall receive 
such annual salary as may be appropriated by law for the pur- 
pose. All other assistants and employees attached to the board 
shall be appointed by the commissioner of public welfare, sub- 
ject to the approval of the board. The salaries of the commis- 
sioner, assistant commissioner, and employees, and all other 
expenses of the board shall be paid out of the State treasury, 
on warrants of the Auditor of Public Accounts, issued on certifi- 
cates signed by the chairman of the board. All necessary print- 
ing and binding for the board shall be done through the Superin- 
tendent of Public Printing, and shall be paid for out of the gen- 
eral printing fund. 

Sec. 5. The members of the said board, and the commis- 
sioner and assistant commissioner shall, before entering upon 
the discharge of their duties, take an oath faithfully to per- 
form the duties imposed upon them by this act. Before enter- 
ing upon the discharge of their duties, the commissioner and 
assistant commissioner shall each execute a bond, payable to 
the Commonwealth, in such sums as may be required by the 
board, with sufficient surety, which bonds shall be filed in the 
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Sec. 6. The board is hereby authorized, and it shall be its 
duty, as a whole, or by a committee of its members, or by its 
agents, to visit, inspect and examine, once a year or oftener, all 
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State, county, municipal, and private institutions which are of 
an eleemosynary, a charitable, correctional, or reformatory char- 
acter, or which are for the care, confinement, custody, or training 
of the defective, dependent, neglected, delinquent, or criminal 
classes, except that the hospitals for the insane, the penitentiary, 
the industrial schools, and the reformatories shall be visited as 
often as once in every six months and by at least two members 
of the board. The board shall also inspect and report on the 
workings and results of the chartered institutions and associ- 
ations engaged in the care and protection of the homeless, men- 
tally defective, dependent, neglected or delinquent children or 
adults. The board shall make reports regarding the condition 
of said institutions or associations, the care of their inmates, 
the efficiency of their administration, and such other matters 
as it may deem proper. All reports shall be duly signed and 
filed in the office of the board, and such extracts and recommen- 
dations thereof as the Commissioner of Public Welfare deems 
advisable shall be transmitted to the chairman of the boards 
of supervisors of the counties, the presidents of the councils of 
the cities, and the officials who are in charge of the respective 
institutions. The officers and all other persons in charge of, 
or connected in any way with, the administration or manage- 
ment of such public institutions, are hereby required to furnish 
to the board, its committee or agents, all information, statistics 
and reports required and to allow the said board, its committee 
or agents, free access to the inmates, departments and records at 
any and all times. Upon the visitation to any of said institutions 
by said board, its committee or agents, they shall have power to 
interview any of its inmates without the presence of any man- 
ager or employee of said institution. Every superintendent or 
chief officer having charge of an .institution of a charitable or 
penal nature shall make full and complete reports to the board 
whenever required, which reports shall contain such information 
as may be required. Any person interfering with the board, its 
committee or agents in the discharge of their official duties, or 
refusing to disclose information concerning the institutions em- 
braced in this act, when lawfully requested, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 7. All plans for public institutions of either a chari- 
table or penal nature shall, before adoption by county or city 
authorities, be submitted to the board, which shall promptly re- 
turn the same, with such suggestions and recommendations as 
it may deem proper. 

Sec. 8. Whenever the Governor considers it proper or nec- 
essary to investigate the management of any institution receiv- 
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ing aid from the State and required to be inspected under the 
provisions of this act, he may direct the board, or any commit- 
tee or agent thereof, to make said investigation. The board, 
committee, or agent designated by the Governor shall have 
power to administer oaths and to summon officers, employees 
or other persons to attend as witnesses and to enforce their at- 
tendance, and to compel them to produce documents and give 
evidence. Each member of the board conducting any such in- 
vestigation shall be paid out of the funds of the institution in- 
vestigated, his necessary expenses and five dollars per day dur- 
ing actual service. 

Sec. 9. The board shall encourage and direct the training 
of prospective county or city superintendents of public welfare, 
collect and publish statistics regarding the dependent, defective, 
and delinquent classes, both in and out of institutions, within 
the State, and such other data as may be deemed of value in 
assisting the public authorities and other social agencies of the 
State in improving the care of these classes and in correcting 
conditions that contributed to their increase. The board shall 
also, in its discretion, initiate and conduct conferences designed 
to accomplish such ends and to further co-ordination of effort in 
this field. 

Sec. 10. The board shall biennially prepare and submit to 
the Governor, not later than December first prior to the meeting 
of each regular session of the General Assembly, a full and 
complete report of its acts and doings during the preceding two 
years, stating in detail all expenses incurred, aU officers and 
agents employed, and showing the actual condition of all State 
and other public institutions under its supervision. The report 
shall also contain such suggestions as the board may deem nec- 
essary or pertinent to make. Such reports shall be printed by 
the Superintendent of Public Printing, and the board shall cause 
a copy thereof to be filed in the clerk's office of each circuit 
and corporation court of the State. A copy shall also be sent 
by the board to each of the institutions mentioned therein. 

Sec. 11. The board is hereby authorized and empowered 
to create a children's bureau, and if such bureau be created, the 
Commissioner of Public Welfare may, subject to the approval of 
tiie board, appoint a director of the bureau and such assistants 
as may be necessary. The children's bureau, subject to the con- 
trol of "the board, shall have general supervision of the interests 
and welfare of the mentally defective dependent, delinquent and 
neglected children of Virginia ; shall investigate conditions bear- 
ing upon this subject, and shall from time to time recommend 
to the Board of Public Welfare and to public and private agencies. 
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measures, curative and remedial, and preventive or constructive 
for the improvement of conditions and the better safeguarding 
the welfare of the children of the State. The board is hereby 
authorized and empowered to receive mentally defective delin- 
quent, dependent and neglected children committed to it by 
courts or justices, and all children declared by any court or jus- 
tice to be delinquent and not suitable for probation shall be com- 
mitted to the State Board of Public Welfare, which board is au- 
thorized to establish one or more receiving homes for the care, 
supervision and study of mentally defective, delinquent, depend- 
ent or neglected children thus committed to it, or to make ar- 
rangements with satisfactory persons, institutions or agencies, 
or with cities maintaining places of detention for children, for 
the temporary care of its wards. The board is further author- 
ized to make a careful physical and mental examination of every 
such child, to investigate in detail the personal and family history 
of the child and its environment, and to place children in ap- 
proved family homes, in suitable licensed institutions, all within 
the State of Virginia, unless by written consent of its parent 
or guardian, with suitable licensed agencies, or in State institu- 
tions. Children committed to State institutions dealing exclu- 
sively with children, by the board, shall take precedence as to 
admission over all others and shall in all cases be received into 
the said State institution as soon as possible. Children placed in 
family homes or institutions may be transferred for reasons 
deemed sufficient by the board. 

Sec. 12. The circuit court of each county of the State, or 
the judge thereof in vacation, shall, and the corporation or hust- 
ings court, or the judge thereof in vacation, of each city of the 
first class, may appoint, from a list of eligibles submitted by the 
State Board of Public Welfare, a county or city board of public 
welfare consisting of not less than three, nor more than seven, 
members, preferably the latter number. The first appointments 
under this section, except in cities of the first class, shall be 
made not later than two years from the date of the passage of 
this act. Each member of a county or city board of public wel- 
fare shall be a resident of the county or city for which the par- 
ticular board is appointed, and the terms of the members of each 
board shall be so arranged that one or more (but not all) shall 
expire annually. No appointments shall be made for a term 
longer than four years. Upon the expiration of the term of a 
member, his successor shall be appointed, upon the recommenda- 
tion of the State Board of Public Welfare, for a term of four 
years. Any member of a county or city board may be removed 
at any time for cause by the State Board of Public Welfare, by 
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and with the approval, entered of record, of the court or judge 
making the appointment But this section is subject to the fol- 
lowing qualification : In cities of the first class having depart- 
ments of public welfare, or like departments, at the passage of 
this act, city boards of welfare shall not be appointed; but -the 
councils or other governing bodies of such cities shall, by ordi- 
nance, apportion the powers and duties by this act conferred 
and imposed upon county and city boards and superintendents 
of public welfare among the officers or departments of the par- 
ticular city government, in such manner as they may deem wise. 
For the purposes of this act, cities of the second class shall in 
all respects be deemed to be parts of the counties in which the 
same are situated, and residents of any such city shall, for the 
purposes of this act, be deemed to be residents of the county in 
which the city is situated. 

Sec. 13. The clerk of the court shall immediately notify 
the members of the county or city board of their appointment, 
and such members shall, within fifteen days after their notifica- 
tion, meet at some convenient place and organize by electing a 
chairman from among their number. The county or city board 
shall thereafter meet bi-monthly on the second Tuesday of the 
month, and on other occasions on call of the chairman, or in pur- 
suance of action by the board. Minutes of the attendance and 
of the transactions of all meetings of the board shall be kept on 
file by the secretary of the board, and copies thereof shall be 
transmitted to the State Board of Public Welfare within three 
days after each meeting. The State board may declare the place 
of any county or city member vacant upon three consecutive ab- 
sences, without reasonable excuse, by such member from the 
meetings of his board, and the court shall appoint a successor 
upon the request of, and from an eligibility list submitted by, 
the State board. The county or city superintendent of public 
welfare, if one has been appointed as hereinafter provided, shall 
act as secretary of his board. In counties and cities where no 
such superintendent has been appointed, the local board shall 
elect a secretary from among their number. The secretary shall 
file a report of such organization, signed by himself and the 
chairman, with the clerk of the circuit court of the county or 
the corporation court of the city, and with the State Board of 
Public Welfare. The members of each of the aforesaid county 
and city boards shall serve without pay. But no member shall 
enter upon the discharge of his duties unless and until he shall 
have taken the usual oaths of office before the court or judge 
which appointed him, or the clerk thereof in vacation. Such 
court or judge may, in its or his discretion, require each of the 
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members of the board appointed by it or him to enter into a 
bond, with surety to be approved by the court or judge, in such 
sum as the court or judge may fix, conditioned upon the faithful 
discharge of his duties. 

Sec. 14. It shall be the duty of each county or city board 
of public welfare, by personal visitation or otherwise, to keep 
itself fully advised of the conditions and management of all in- 
stitutions of a charitable or penal nature in its county or city, 
and to that end shall have full authority to inspect such insti- 
tutions and shall be given full access to the accounts and records 
thereof ; to interest itself in all matters pertaining to the social 
welfare of the people of its county, or city, and to direct the 
activities of the superintendent of public welfare, where there 
is one, and to co-operate with the juvenile and domestic rela- 
tions courts and all other agencies operating for the social bet- 
terment of the county or city. The county or city board of 
public welfare shall, when it may deem it advisable and ex- 
pedient, elect from a list of eligibles submitted by the State 
board, a county or city superintendent of public welfare and 
such assistants as the local board may deem necessary, who 
shall hold office at the pleasure of the local board or until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. The county or city 
board shall, upon the request of the State board, officially con- 
sider the discharge and replacement of any county or city su- 
perintendent. The salaries of the said officer and his assistants 
shall be fixed by the county board of supervisors, or the govern- 
ing body of the city, if, in their discretion, such officers are nec- 
essary, and shall be paid out of the county or city treasury. Two 
or more counties, or a city of the first class and a county, may 
unite in providing for a local superintendent of public welfare, 
and the expenses incident to such employment may be divided 
in such manner as they may agree upon. 

Sec. 15. Each county and city superintendent of public 
welfare shall be the executive officer of the board appointing 
him. Before entering upon the discharge of his duties, every 
such superintendent shall take the usual oaths of office before 
the court which appointed his board, or the judge thereof in va- 
cation, and shall also enter into bonds, with surety to be ap- 
proved by the court or judge, in such sum as the court or judge 
may fix, conditioned upon the faithful discharge of his duties. 
Every such superintendent is hereby vested with the powers of 
a police officer or constable. Under the supervision, control and 
direction of such local board, and in co-operation with other pub- 
lic and private agencies, he shall have power, and it shall be his 
duty: 
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(a) To have the care and supervision of the poor and to 
administer the funds now administered by the overseers of the 
poor. 

(b) To administer mothers' aid funds, if any, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of State law. 

(c) Under direction of the State Board of Public Welfare, 
to look after and supervise the conditions of persons paroled 
from hospitals for the insane and colonies for the epileptic and 
feeble-minded, and from other State institutions. 

(d) To act as the agent of the State board in relation to 
any work to be done by said board within the county or city. 

(e) To have oversight of persons in the county or city re- 
leased on probation or on parole from the penitentiary, reform- 
atories, industrial schools and all paroled prisoners in the county 
or city. 

(f) Under direction of the State board, to have supervision 
of dependent children placed in the county or city by the State 
board. 

(g) To assist the State board in finding employment for 
the unemployed. 

(h) To investigate the causes of distress, under the direc- 
tion of the State board, and to make such other investigations 
as the State board may direct. 

<i) To act as chief probation officer for the county or city 
and, as such, to enforce and administer the probation laws within 
the county or city. 

( j ) To foster co-operation and intelligent division of work 
between all public and private charitable and social agencies in 
the county or city to the end that public resources and chari- 
table donations may be conserved and the needs of the county 
or city be adequately cared for. 

The records of the cases handled and business transacted by 
the local superintendent shall be kept in such manner and form 
as may be prescribed by the State Board of Public Welfare. He 
shall each year prepare and keep on file a full report of his work 
and proceedings during the year, and shall file one copy of such 
report) with the county clerk, or the clerk of his corporation or 
hustings court, and another with the State Board of Public 
Welfare. 

Sec. 16. Sections eighteen hundred and eighty-eight to 
nineteen hundred and two, inclusive, of the Code of Virginia 
are hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 485, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to provide for the licensing, regulation, and inspection of maternity 
hospitals, and to repeal sections 1926 to 1930, inclusive, of the Code 
of Virginia. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. Any person who receives for care or treatment 
during pregnancy or during delivery, or within ten days after 
delivery, more than one woman within a period of one year, 
except women related to such person by blood or marriage, shall 
be deemed to maintain a maternity hospital. The word "per- 
son," where used in this act shall include individuals, voluntary 
associations, partnership corporations, and partnerships. 

Sec. 2. The State Board of Public Welfare may grant a 
license for the conduct of any maternity hospital that is for 
the public good and is conducted by a reputable and responsible 
person. No maternity hospital shall receive a woman for care 
therein without first obtaining a license to conduct such hospital 
from the State Board of Public Welfare. No such license shall 
be issued unless the medical staff of the hospital includes one 
or more resident registered nurses and one or more licensed 
physicians, and the premises are in fit sanitary condition, and 
the application for such license has been approved by the local 
board of health. The license may be granted for a period not 
exceeding one year, and shall state the name of the licensee, the 
particular promises in which the business may be carried on, 
and the number of women that may be treated or cared for 
therein at any one time. The license shall be kept posted in a 
conspicuous place on the licensed premises. No greater num- 
ber of women shall be kept at one time than is authorized by 
the license ; and no woman shall be kept in a building or place 
not designated by the license without the consent of the State 
Board of Public Welfare. A record of every license so issued 
shall be kept by the State Board of Public Welfare, which shall 
forthwith give notice to the State Board of Health, and to the 
board of health, of the county or city in which the licensee re- 
sides, of the granting of such license and the term thereof. The 
State Board of Public Welfare may revoke a license so issued 
when a provision of this act is violated, or when, in the opinion 
of said board, such hospital is maintained without due regard 
to sanitation and hygiene, or to the health, comfort or well-being 
of the inmates or infants born to such inmates ; provided, how- 
ever, that any such licensee shall have the right of appeal within 
ten days after receiving notice of the revocation of such license, 
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to the corporation or hustings court of the city or to the circuit 
court of the county wherein such hospital is situated. The ap- 
plication for such appeal shall operate as a supersedeas to such 
order of revocation. From any final order or judgment of such 
corporation, hustings or circuit court, an appeal, writ of error 
or supersedeas may be applied for to the Supreme Court of Ap- 
peals in the manner prescribed by law. 

Sec. 3. The State Board of Public Welfare shall prescribe 
and furnish forms for the registration and record of persons 
cared for in any such hospital; provided, however, that in no 
case shall the true name of the patient be required to be stated. 

Sec. 4. Every birth occurring in a maternity hospital shall 
be attended by a legally qualified physician or a competent nurse. 
The licensee conducting such hospital shall, within twenty-four 
hours after a birth occurs therein, in addition to the report re- 
quired to be filed with the State Registrar of Vital Statistics, 
make a written report thereof to the State Board of Public Wel- 
fare and local board of health, giving the sex of the child, and 
such additional information, when obtainable, as the State board 
may require. The licensee shall immediately after the death in 
such maternity hospital of a woman, or an infant born therein, 
notify the local board of health of the city or county in which 
such hospital is located. 

Sec. 5. The officers and agents of the State Board of Pub- 
lic Welfare, and the local board of health in which a licensed hos- 
pital is located shall visit and inspect such hospital at least 
once in every three months. Moreover, the State Board of Health, 
through its officers or agents, may also inspect every such hos- 
pital when deemed necessary by said board. The licensee shall 
give all such information to such inspectors and afford them 
every facility for viewing the premises and seeing the inmates. 
The said inspectors shall make report of conditions in said hos- 
pital, and such report shall be kept by the State Board of Public 
Welfare. 

Sec. 6. No maternity hospital shall engage in the business 
of child-placing. Any child born in any maternity hospital who 
is illegitimate and whose father is unknown and whose mother 
is unable to care for such child, or any child who for any rea- 
son will be left destitute of support, shall, through proper court 
proceedings, be committed to the State Board of Public Welfare, 
or to any agency licensed to engage in the business of child- 
placing. 

Sec. 7. On a prosecution under the provisions of this act, 
a defendant who relies for defense upon the relationship of any 
woman or infant to himself shall have the burden of proof on 
that issue. 
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Sec. 8. No officer, or agent, or employee of the State Board 
of Public Welfare, the State Board of Health, or the local board 
of health of the city or county where such licensed hospital is 
located, or any person who has held such position, shall directly 
or indirectly disclose the contents of the records herein provided 
for. except upon inquiry before a court or justice, or by order 
of a court or justice, or upon a coroner's inquest, or for the 
information of Ihe State Board of Public Welfare, the State 
Board of Health, or the local board of health of the city or county 
in which said hospital is located ; provided, however, that noth- 
ing herein shall prohibit the State Board of Public Welfare from 
disclosing such facts with the consent of the parents of said 
child to such persons as may be in the interest of the child. 

Sec. 9. Every person who violates any of the provisions of 
this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
shall be punished by a line of not more than one hundred dollars 
or by imprisonment in jail for not more than one year, or by 
both such tine and imprisonment. 

Sec. 10. Sections nineteen hundred and twenty-five to 
nineteen hundred and thirty, inclusive, of the Code of Virginia, 
are hereby repealed. 
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. Any person who has in his custody or under his 
control at any one time three or more children of different chil- 
dren's parents, under the age of six years, unattended by a 
parent or-.guardian, except children related to him by blood or 
marriage, for the purpose of providing them with care, food or 
lodging by the day, week or month, shall be deemed to maintain 
a children's boarding-house or nursery. The word "person" 
where used in this act shall include individuals, partnerships, 
voluntary association and corporations ; provided, however, that 
this act shall not be construed to relate to any institution under 
the management of the State Board of Public Welfare or to its 
officers or agents. 

Sec. 2. The State Board of Public Welfare may grant a 
license to maintain any children's boarding-house or nursery 
that is for the public good and is conducted by a reputable and 
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responsible person. No person shall receive a child for care in 
any such boarding-house or nursery without first obtaining such 
license from the State Board of Public Welfare. Every applica- 
tion for such license shall first be approved by the board of 
health of the county or city in which such boarding-house or 
nursery is to be maintained, and no such license shall be issued 
unless the premises are in fit sanitary condition. The license 
shall be granted for a term not exceeding one year, shall state 
the name of the licensee, the particular premises in which the 
business may be carried on, the number of children that may 
be boarded or cared for at one time, and shall be kept posted in 
a conspicuous place on the licensed premises. No greater num- 
ber of children shall be kept at one time on the premises than 
is authorized by the license, and no child shall be kept in a build- 
ing or place not designated in the license. A record of the li- 
censes issued shall be kept by the State Board of Public Wel- 
fare, which shall forthwith give notice to the State Board of 
Health and to the board of health of the county or city in which 
the licensee resides of the granting of such license and the terms 
thereof. The State Board of Public Welfare may revoke a li- 
cense so issued when a provision of this act is violated, or when, 
in the opinion of said board, such boarding-house or nursery is 
maintained without due regard to the health, comfort or mo- 
rality of the inmates thereof. The board shall note such revo- 
cation upon the face of the record of such license and shall give 
written notice of the revocation to the licensee and shall notify 
the board of health of the city or county in which said boarding- 
house or nursery is situated; provided, that any such licensee 
shall have the right of appeal within ten days from any such 
order of revocation to the juvenile and domestic relations court 
of city or county wherein such boarding-house is situated. 

Sec. 3. The State Board of Public Welfare shall prescribe 
and furnish forms for the registration and records of children 
cared for in such boarding-houses. The record of each child 
shall state its name, the date of its reception, together with the 
name and address of the parents and the name and address of 
the person or persons bringing the child to the home, the date 
of its discharge and the name and address of the person to whom 
it was delivered on discharge, and such other information as the 
said State board shall prescribe. 

Sec. 4. The licensee of any such boarding-house shall, 
within three days of the reception of any child for boarding or 
lodging and within three days of its discharge, notify the State 
Board of Public Welfare or local board of health or local health 
officer, giving the name, age and address of the child, its parents 
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and the person from whom or by whom respectively it was re- 
ceived. Notice of the death of any child in such boarding-house 
shall be sent immediately to the local board of health and to the 
State Board of Public Welfare. 

Sec. 5. The State Board of Public Welfare, the State Board 
of Health, and the local board of health in which a licensed board- 
ing-house or nursery is located shall, through their officers or 
agents, visit and inspect such place at least once in every three 
months. They may at any time visit such place and call for and 
examine the records which are required to be kept, and inquire 
into all matters concerning such place and the children therein. 
The licensee shall give all information to such inspectors and 
afford them every facility for viewing the premises and seeing 
the inmates. The said inspectors shall make reports of condi- 
tions in said places and such reports shall be kept by the State 
Board of Public Welfare. 

Sec. 6. No officer or agent or employee of the State Board 
of Public Welfare, or the local board of health of the city or 
county where such licensed boarding-house or nursery is located, 
or any person who has held such position, shall directly or in- 
directly disclose the contents of the records herein provided for. 
or facte learned about the children or their parents except upon 
inquiry before a court of justice, or by order of such court or 
justice, at a coroner's inquest, or for the information of the 
State Board of Public Welfare, or the State Board of Health or 
the local board of health of the city or county in which said 
boarding-house or nursery is located; provided, however, that 
nothing herein shall prohibit the State Board of Public Welfare 
from disclosing such facts with the consent of the parents of 
said child to such persons as may be in the interest of the child. 

Sec, 7. Every person who violates any of the provisions of 
this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con- 
viction shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred 
dollars or by imprisonment in jail for not more than one year, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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CHAPTER 103, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to regulate child-placing, and to provide for the licensing, visita- 
tion, supervision, inspection and regulation of agencies engaged in the 
business of receiving and caring for children or placing or boarding 
them in private homes; and to repeal sections nineteen hundred and 
thirty-one to nineteen hundred and thirty-five, inclusive, of the Code 
of Virginia. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the State Board of Public 
Welfare to pass annually on the fitness of every agency, public, 
semi-public or private, which engages in the business for gain 
or otherwise, of receiving and caring for children or placing, 
or boarding them in private homes. Annually and at such time 
as the board shall direct, every such agency shall make a report, 
showing its condition, management and competency to care ade- 
quately for such children as are or may be sommitted thereto 
or received thereby, the system of visitation employed for chil- 
dren placed in private homes, and such other facts as the board 
may require. When the board is satisfied that such agency is 
competent and has adequate facilities to care for such children, 
and that the requirements of the statutes covering the manage- 
ment of such agencies are being complied with, it shall issue to 
the agency a license which shall continue in force for one year 
unless sooner revoked by the board. No agency which has not 
received such license within the fifteen months next preceding 
shall receive a child for care or placing out, or place a child 
in another home or solicit money in behalf of such agency. All 
such agencies shall be subject to the visitation and inspection 
by the local board of health, and the same visitation, inspec- 
tion and supervision by the State Board of Public Welfare as are 
the public charitable institutions of the State. The word 
"agency" where used in this act shall include individuals, part- 
nerships, voluntary associations and corporations. 

Sec. 2. Every agency permitted by law to receive, secure 
homes for, or otherwise care for children, shall keep a record 
containing names, ages, present and former residences of all 
children received ; the names, former residences, occupations 
and character so far as known of the parents ; the dates of re- 
ception, placing out or adoption, together with the names, oc- 
cupations and residences of the person with whom the child is 
placed; the date and cause of cancellation of any contract, the 
date and cause of any removal to another home; the date and 
cause of termination of custody, and a brief history of each 
child until he shall have reached the age of eighteen years, or 
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shall have been legally adopted or discharged according to law. 

Sec. 3. Every such agency shall report on the first day of 
each month to the State Board of Public Welfare on forms sup- 
plied by it, giving the information contained in the record and 
such other information as the board may require. 

Sec. 4. The State Board of Public Welfare shall, within 
ninety days of the receipt of the notice of placement of any child, 
cause such child to be visited by one of its agents for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether the home is a suitable one for the 
child, and whether the child is contented. The board shall con- 
tinue to visit and supervise the care of such child as though 
the child were placed out by the board. Whenever satisfied that 
a child has been placed in an unsuitable home, or that the child 
continues to be discontented, the board may order its transfer by 
the agency which placed it, and if said order is not obeyed within 
thirty days or such shorter time as is named in the order, the 
board itself shall take charge of and provide for such child. 

Sec. 5. Every agency placing out a child shall, through one 
of its agents, visit the proposed home and make a preliminary 
investigation as to its suitability before placing such child there- 
in. After placement, the child shall be visited within two 
months, and as often thereafter by the agency placing it out as 
may be required by the State Board of Public Welfare. 

Sec 6. Every agency placing a child in a home shall enter 
into a written agreement with the person taking the child, which 
agreement shall provide that the agency shall have access at all 
times to such child and to the home in which he is living, and 
for the return of the child by the person taking him whenever 
in the opinion of the agency or in the opinion of the State Board 
of Public Welfare, the best interests of the child shall require 
it. The provisions of this section shall not .apply to children 
who have been legally adopted. 

Sec. 7. No agency shall bring or send into the State any 
child for the purpose of placing him out or procuring his adop- 
tion without first obtaining the consent of the State Board of 
Public Welfare. Such agency shall conform to the rules of the 
board, and shall enter into a written agreement with the board 
to remove such child from the State when requested so to do by 
the said board, prior to the child's adoption or becoming of age ; 
that it will place the child under written contract approved by> 
the board ; that the person with whom the child is placed shall 
lie responsible for his proper care and training; that the board 
shall have the same right of visitation and supervision of the 
child and the home in which it is placed as in the case of a child 
placed out by the board. Before the child shall be brought or 
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sent into the State for the purpose of placing him in a home, 
the agency so bringing or sending such child shall first notify 
the State board of its intention and shall obtain from the State 
board a certificate stating that such home is, in the opinion of 
the said board, a suitable home for the child. The agency bring- 
ing or sending the child into the State shall report once a year, 
or when the child is placed in another home, or at such other 
times as the board may direct, as to the location and well-being 
of the child so long as he shall remain within the State and until 
he shall have reached the age of eighteen years or shall have been 
legally adopted. 

Sec. 8. No child shall be taken or sent out of the State for 
the purpose of placing him in a home, otherwise than by a 
parent or guardian, unless the agency so taking or sending 
nim shall give the State Board of Public Welfare notice of its 
intention and furnish such information aa the board may re- 
quire. Such agency shall place the child under written con- 
tract approved by the board that the person with whom the 
child is placed shall be responsible for his proper care and train- 
ing, and thereafter shall report to the board once a year and 
at such other times as the board may direct, as to the location 
and well-being of such child until he shall have reached the age 
of eighteen years or shall have been legally adopted. 

Sec. 9. No officer, agent, or employee of the State Board 
of Public Welfare or a local board of health shall directly or in- 
directly disclose the contents of the records herein provided for, 
or the facts learned about the children, their parents or rela- 
tives or other persons having custody or control of them ex- 
cept upon inquiry before a court or justice, upon order of court 
or justice, at a coroner's inquest, or for the information of the 
State Board of Public Welfare; provided, that any person who 
has arrived at the age of majority and who believes himself to 
have been placed out by an agency reporting to- the board, shall 
have the right to demand and receive from the board such in- 
formation as the board may have concerning his own parents 
or relatives. 

Sec. 10. Every person, acting for himself or for an agency, 
and every officer, agent or employee of the State Board of Public 
Welfare, who violates any of the provisions of this act, or who 
shall intentionally make any false statements to the State Board 
of Public Welfare shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by 
a fine of not more than one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment 
for not more than one year, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Sec. 11. Sections nineteen hundred and thirty-one to nine- 
teen hundred and thirty-five, inclusive, of the Code of Virginia 
are hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 487, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to provide, in certain cases, for the payment out of count; and city 
treasuries of allowances for the support of children in their own homes 
and for the partial reimbursement by the State of the counties and 
cities making such payments; also to repeal an act entitled "an act 
providing that any county or city of this State may pay a monthly 
allowance to indigent, widowed mothers for the partial support of 
their children in their own homes," approved February 28, 1918. 

Approved March 27, 1922. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. Any person having knowledge that any child is 
dependent or in need of public support may bring such fact to 
the notice of the county or city board of public welfare, or, where 
none exists, to the juvenile and domestic relations court or 
other court having jurisdiction of cases of dependent and 
neglected children. 

Sec. 2. The said board or court shall cause to be made an 
investigation to determine the need of the child, and if it deem 
necessary, may, for such length of time as the board or court 
deem proper, order the payment of allowances to the mother 
within the limits of any appropriation that may have been 
made for such purpose by the county, city or State, in order 
that the child may be kept in its own home ; provided, the child 
is under sixteen years of age, and the father is dead or in a 
hospital for the insane, a colony for the feeble-minded and epi- 
leptic, in prison, or is physically incapacitated to earn a living, 
or is and for one year has been legally charged with desertion, 
or is divorced and the mother has used all lawful means to com- 
pel support of the child by its father. 

Sec 3. The allowances shall be for the purpose, among 
others, of enabling the mothers to bring up their children in 
their own homes, and such mothers and their children shall not 
be deemed to be paupers by reason of receiving such aid. The 
allowances shall cease when the child reaches the age of sixteen 
years; but the county or city board of public welfare, or the 
court having jurisdiction, in its discretion, at any time before 
such child reaches the age of sixteen years, may discontinue or 
modify any such allowance. 

Sec. 4. Allowances shall be granted only upon the follow- 
ing conditions: (a) The dependent child or children must be 
living with the mother during the period for which support is 
provided; (b) the allowance shall be granted only when, in the 
absence of such allowance, the mother would be required to work 
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regularly away from her home and children, and when, by means 
of such allowance, she would be able to remain at home with her 
child or children, except when, in the judgment of the board or 
court, part-time work can be done without sacrifice of her health 
or neglect of the home and children; (c) the mother must be 
a person morally, mentally and physically fit and competent to 
have the custody of her children; (d) such allowance shall be 
necessary to save the child or children from neglect, and to fur- 
nish such child or children with suitable education; (e) no per- 
son shall receive the benefit of this act who has not resided in 
the county or city one year and the State two years before mak- 
ing application for aid hereunder. 

Sec. 5. Allowances within the limits of any appropriation 
that may have been made for such purposes by the county, city 
or State to expectant mothers may be made by the county or 
city board of public welfare, or the court having jurisdiction, 
upon the following conditions: (a) The allowance shall com- 
mence not earlier than four weeks prior to the expected birth of 
the child, and shall continue not longer than eight weeks after 
childbirth: (b) such allowance shall, in the judgment of the 
board or court, be necessary to save the mother and child from 
neglect; (c) no allowance shall be made in any case except when, 
after investigation by the said board or court, it has been ascer- 
tained that there are no relatives able and willing to aid in the 
support of the mother and child, and that no other suitable pro- 
vision can be made. 

Sec. 6. Investigations of cases under this act shall be made 
through the county or city board of public welfare, or where 
none exists, through the court having jurisdiction. If the court 
has no probation officer, the judge shall appoint a committee of 
three persons, at least one of whom shall be a woman, to make 
the investigation. The committee shall serve without compen- 
sation. The investigation shall include the following: whether 
the surroundings of the homes are such as to make for the good 
character of the child or children growing up therein, and 
whether the child or children are attending school and, if not, 
why. It shall further be the object of such investigation to as- 
certain the financial resources of the family, including the ability 
of its members of working age to contribute to its support, and 
to urge upon such members that they make proper contribution ; 
to take all lawful means to secure support for the family from 
relatives under obligation to render such support, and to inter- 
view individuals, societies and other agencies which may be 
deemed appropriate sources of assistance. 



:<,*.-«! vGoO^lc 



Juvenile and Welfare Laws. 



Sec. 7. Proper and adequate supervision shall be main- 
tained by the local superintendent of public welfare, the county 
or city welfare board, or, where there is no such local superin- 
tendent or local board, by the probation officer of the juvenile 
and domestic relations court or by the committee appointed by 
the court having jurisdiction. Every family to which an allow- 
ance has been made shall be visited at its home by the super- 
vising officer or officers at least once in three months. After 
each visit, the person making the same shall make and keep on 
file as a part of the official record of the case a detailed state- 
ment of the condition of the home and family and all other data 
which may assist in determining the wisdom of the allowance 
granted and the advisability of its continuance. All findings 
and orders provided for in this act may be made upon the writ- 
ten reports of official investigators, with like effect as if based 
upon competent testimony given in open court. 

Sec. 8. All moneys paid to any person under the provisions 
of this act shall be exempt from attachment, garnishment, dis- 
tress, execution or other legal process. 

Sec. 9. In this act the word "father" may also denote step- 
father, and the word "mother" may denote stepmother, in whose 
family the child is a member. The provisions of this act may 
also be extended for the benefit of orphan children who are de- 
pendent on some female relative unable to support them. 

Sec. 10. The State Board of Public Welfare shall co-op- 
erate with courts and shall supervise and direct county and city ' 
boards of public welfare and their agents with respect to methods 
of investigation, supervision and record-keeping; shall devise, 
recommend and distribute blank forms ; shall, by its agents, visit 
and inspect families to which allowances are being made ; shall 
have access to all records and other data kept by courts and 
other agencies concerning such allowances, and may require 
such reports from clerks of the courts, county and city welfare 
boards, probation officers and other official investigators, as it 
shall deem necessary. 

Sec. 11. The board of supervisors of each county, and the 
council or other governing body of each city of the State may 
make appropriations of such sums as they may deem necessary 
for carrying out the purposes of this act and for paying such 
allowances as may be granted under the same. Such appropri- 
ations shall be made at such times as necessity may require. 

Sec. 12. A certified copy of the order granting an allow- 
ance shall be filed with the treasurer of the county, or the treas- 
urer or proper disbursing officer of the city, and thereafter, so 
long as such order remains in force and unmodified and there 



ntrod vGoO^lc 



State Board of Public Welfare. 



is in his hands sufficient funds appropriated for such purposes 
to pay the same, such officer shall draw his warrant in favor of 
the mother at such time or times and for such amount or amounts 
as may be specified in such order. The warrant shall be de- 
livered to the county or city board of public welfare, or' its 
authorized agent, or, where no such board exists, to any officer 
authorized by the court making the order to receive the same, 
which board, agent or officer shall deliver it to the mother en- 
titled thereto, who must execute a receipt therefor. This re- 
ceipt shall be kept with the other records in the proceedings 
relating to the child or children. It shall be the duty of the 
treasurer of the county or the treasurer or proper disbursing 
officer of the city to pay the warrant, when properly presented, 
out of the appropriation directed by the next preceding section 
hereof to be made for the purpose. 

Sec. 13. During the month of January each year the treas- 
urer of the county, or the treasurer or proper disbursing officer 
of the city, shall certify under oath to the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts and the State Board of Public Welfare the amount paid 
out by the county or city during the preceding year for allow- 
ances under this act; and if the said board shall approve the 
same in whole or in part, it shall cause the extent of its approval 
to be endorsed by its chairman on the certificate received by 
the auditor ; whereupon the said auditor shall draw his warrant 
in favor of the treasurer of the county or the treasurer or proper 
receiving officer of the city, for one-third of the amount so ap- 
proved and certified to have been paid out by the county or city. 
The State Treasurer, provided there are funds appropriated for 
that purpose, shall pay the same, and such local officer shall place 
the sum to the credit of the general fund of the county or city 
or such other fund as the board of supervisors of the county, 
or the council or other governing body of the city, may direct. 

Sec. 14. If in any county or city this act shall be unlawfully 
or improvidently administered, or if any of the agencies admin- 
istering it shall wrongfully refuse to co-operate with the State 
Board of Public Welfare, the board may refuse to approve and 
endorse the certificate of disbursement. 

Sec. 15. Any person fraudulently procuring or attempting 
to procure an allowance under this act for a person not entitled 
thereto, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars or con- 
fined in jail not exceeding one year, or both. 

Sec. 16. This act shall be liberally construed with a view 
to accomplishing its purpose, which is to keep children in their 
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own homes and, where possible, to give them the benefit of their 
mother's care, and to save them from want, suffering and neglect. 
Sec, 17. An act entitled "an act providing that any county 
or city of this State may pay a monthly allowance to indigent 
widowed mothers for the partial support of their children in 
their own home," approved February twenty-eighth, nineteen 
hundred and eighteen, is hereby repealed. 
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CHAPTER 380, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to provide for the compulsory education of children between the 
ages of eight and fourteen years, and to repeal an act entitled an act 
to provide (in certain cases) for the compulsory attendance of chil- 
dren between the ages of eight and twelve years upon the public schools 
of Virginia and to repeal an act entitled an act to provide (in certain 
cases) for the compulsory attendance of children between the ages of 
eight and twelve years upon the public schools of Virginia, and pro- 
viding penalties for failure, and designating the manner of collecting 
such penalties, approved March 14, 1908, approved March 27, 1918. 

Approved March 24, 1922. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia: 

Section 1. Every parent, guardian, or other person in the 
State of Virginia, having control or charge of any child, or chil- 
dren, who have reached the eighth birthday and have not passed 
the fourteenth birthday, shall send such child, or children, to 
a public school, or to a private, denominational or parochial 
school or have such child or children taught by a tutor or teacher 
ill a home, and such child, or children, shall attend regular such 
school during the period of each year the public schools are in 
session and for the same number of days as in the public schools. 
The period of compulsory attendance shall commence at the be- 
ginning of the school which the pupil attends. But the pro- 
visions of this section shall not apply to a child between the 
ages aforesaid who has completed the elementary course of study 
prescribed by the State Board of Education, or the course of 
study provided by the school he should attend, and who is ac- 
tually, regularly and lawfully employed ; nor to any child who 
lives more than two miles by the nearest traveled road from a 
public school, unless public transportation is provided within 
one mile of walking distance from the place where such child 
lives. 

Sec. 2. For the purpose of this act, instruction in a pri- 
vate, denominational or parochial school, or in a home by a 
tutor or other teacher shall be deemed equivalent to instruction 
in a public school. 

Sec. 3. Any child who is physically or mentally incapaci- 
tated for the work of the school is exempt from the provisions 
of this act, but the division superintendent of schools shall have 
the right, and he is hereby authorized, when exemption under 
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the provisions of this section is claimed by any parent, guar- 
dian, or other person having control of any child or children for 
physical incapacity to require from a practicing physician a 
properly attested certificate, issued after such an examination 
as may be specified by the State Board of Health, and such child 
or children should not be required to attend school on account of 
some physical condition which renders attendance impracticable 
or inexpedient, and if for mental incapacity, the division super- 
intendent shall have the right, and he is hereby authorized, to 
require the child to submit to such mental test or tests as may be 
prescribed by the State Board of Education. 

Sec. 4. Any parent, guardian, or other person having con- 
trol of a child, who fails to send such child to school as required 
by this act, or 

Any parent, guardian, or other person who makes a false 
statement concerning the age of school attendance of a child be- 
tween the ages of eight and fourteen years who is under his con- 
trol, such false statement being made with the intent to evade 
the provisions of this act; or 

Any person who induces or attempts to induce any child to 
be absent unlawfully from school, or who knowingly employs or 
harbors while school is in session any child absent unlawfully 
from school; or 

Any person who commits any offense under this act for 
which no specific penalty is provided herein, shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor and, on conviction, shall be fined not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars. 

It is hereby made the duty of all attorneys for the Common- 
wealth in their respective counties and cities to prosecute all 
cases arising under this act. In cities or counties having juvenile 
and domestic relations courts, such courts shall have exclusive 
original jurisdiction for the trial of all cases arising under this 
act. 

Sec. 5. In any case where the tribunal before which any 
prosecution is brought for violation of the provisions of this act 
shall, after inquiry, find as a fact that the parent, guardian, or 
other person having control of the child or children is unable 
to provide necessary clothes in order that the child or children 
may attend school in compliance with the law, such parent, 
guardian, or other person having control of the child or chil- 
dren shall be acquitted, and such child or children shall be 
deemed to be dependent. But the local school board may, in any 
case in its discretion, furnish such child or children with the 
necessary clothes, to be paid for out of any funds available, and 
in this event such child or children shall be sent to school as 
provided in section one of this act. 
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See. 6. Within fifteen days after the opening of the school 
each principal teacher shall report to the division superintendent 
the names of all pupils enrolled in the school, giving age, grade 
and the name and address of parent or guardian. Said teacher 
shall in like manner submit an auxiliary list giving, to the best 
of his information, the names of children between the ages of 
eight and fourteen who reside within two miles of the school or 
within one mile of a wagon route, and who are not enrolled in 
the school. The division superintendent shall check these lists 
with the last school census and with reports from the bureau 
of vital statistics. From these reports and from any other re- 
liable source, the superintendent shall, within fifteen days, make 
a list of the names of children who are not enrolled in any school 
and who are not exempt under the provisions of this act. The 
division superintendent, or the attendance officer, if one be em- 
ployed, shall investigate all cases of non-enrollment, and when 
no valid reason is found, shall notify the parent, guardian or 
other person having control of the child, and require the attend- 
ance of such child at the school within five days from the date 
of such notice. A list of persons so notified shall likewise be 
sent to the principal teacher of the school. If the parent, guar- 
dian, or other person having control of the child do not within 
the specified time comply with the provisions of this act, the 
division superintendent shall report the facts to an attendance 
officer, if one be employed, and it shall be the duty of said of- 
ficer to whom the facts are reported, to make complaint in the 
name of the Commonwealth of Virginia before a justice of the 
peace, or a police justice of the magisterial district or city in 
which the parent, guardian or other person having control of 
the child resides ; or complaint may be made in the corporation 
or circuit court of the city or county in which said parent, guar- 
dian or other person having control of the child resides (pro- 
vided that where juvenile and domestic relations courts are 
maintained, such courts shall have jurisdiction in all cases aris- 
ing under this act), which officers and courts are hereby clothed 
with jurisdiction over all offenses and proceedings under this 
act with full power to hear and try all complaints, impose fines 
and penalties and fully execute the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 7. An accurate daily record of attendance of all chil- 
dren between eight and fourteen years of age shall be kept by 
the teacher of every public school. Such record shall at all 
times be open to any officer duly authorized to enforce the pro- 
visions of this act who may inspect or copy the same. 

The principal, or head teacher, of every public school shall, 
whenever a case arises, report to the attendance officer or other 
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person duly authorized to enforce the provisions of this act, the 
name, date of absence, and address of parent, guardian, or other 
person having charge of such child, of all pupils enrolled who 
are unexpectedly absent from school according to the provisions 
of this act, the validity of the excuse to be determined in each 
case by the judgment of the teacher. 

If any parent, guardian, or other person having charge or 
control of a child between the ages of eight and fourteen years 
causes, permits or allows such child to be absent from school 
unlawfully for five days or its equivalent in any school month, 
shall be notified in writing by the attendance officer or the di- 
vision superintendent to cause said child to attend school. If, 
after service of such notice, said child is again absent from school 
unlawfully during that school month, or is absent from school 
unlawfully five days or its equivalent during any subsequent 
school month of that school year, the parent, guardian, or other 
person having charge or control of said child who has failed or 
neglected to use all proper means to compel attendance of said 
child shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon complaint by 
the attendance officer, division superintendent, or other person 
authorized to enforce provisions of this act and upon conviction 
thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five 
dollars ($25). 

Provided that, in the discretion of the local school board, 
non-enrollment or non-attendance upon school on account of 
necessary work during certain seasons of the year may be con- 
sidered lawful and valid excuse for such temporary non-enroll- 
ment or non-attendance. 

Sec. 8. Every local school board shall have power to ap- 
point, with the approval of its division superintendent of schools, 
one or more attendance officers, who shall be primarily charged 
with the enforcement of this act, and for such purpose only such 
attendance officers are hereby vested with the powers and au- 
thority of police officers and constables ; provided that in the 
county or city where no attendance officer is appointed by the 
local school board, the division superintendent of schools shall 
act as chief attendance officer. Attendance officers shall be com- 
pensated for their services in such sums, or by such fees, as shall 
be determined by their local school boards, upon the recommen- 
dation of the division superintendent of schools. Every attend- 
ance officer shall keep an accurate record of all notices served, 
all cases prosecuted, and all other services performed, and shall 
make an annual report of the same to the school board appoint- 
ing him. 
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See. 9. It shall be the duty of the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction to formulate such rules and regulations and 
provide such assistance in his office as shall be necessary for the 
proper and uniform enforcement of the provisions of this act 
in co-operation with the local school authorities. He shall pre- 
pare and furnish such blanks for attendance officers, teachers, 
and other school officials as may be necessary for reporting: each 
case of non-attendance to the chief attendance officers or other 
person charged with the enforcement of this act. 

Sec. 10. In case any pupil has become habitually truant, 
or because of irregular attendance or misconduct, has become 
a menace to the best interest of the school which he is attending, 
or should attend, then it shall be the duty of the attendance officer 
or such other person as may be charged with the enforcement 
of this act, to report such fact and condition to the parent, guar- 
dian, or other person having control of such child, who shall be 
held liable under the provisions of this aet for the regular at- 
tendance and good conduct of such child, unless such parent, 
guardian, or other person having control of such child shall 
state in writing that he or she is unable to control such child, 
whereupon said officer shall proceed against such child as a de- 
linquent child before a tribunal of competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 11. Nothing in this act contained shall apply to any 
child or children who, for cause, have been excused from the 
operation of this act by the local school board. 

Sec. 12. Any county or city which may be without ade- 
quate buildings for the proper enforcement of this act at the 
time the same becomes effective is hereby allowed two years 
from the date on which it becomes effective to make ample pro- 
visions for its enforcement; but this time shall be extended if, 
in the opinion of the local tax-levying authorities of any county 
or city, such county or city is unable to provide adequate facili- 
ties for all of the children subject to enrollment hereunder, and 
the length of such extension shall be determined by said local 
authorities; provided, however, that the school board of any 
county or city, the board of supervisors of the county or the 
council or other governing body of the town or city concurring, 
may except its county or city from the provisions of this bill, 
which exception may be rescinded at the pleasure of said bodies. 
Sec. 13. An act entitled an act to provide (in certain 
cases) for the compulsory attendance of children between the 
ages of eight and twelve years upon the public schools of Vir- 
ginia and to repeal an act entitled an act to provide (in certain 
cases) for the compulsory attendance of children between the 
ages of eight and twelve years upon the public schools of Vir- 
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ginia, and providing penalties for failure end designating the 
manner of collecting such penalties, approved March fourteenth, 
nineteen hundred and eight, approved March twenty-seventh, 
nineteen hundred and eighteen, is hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 267, ACTS OF 1922. 
An act to amend and re-enact section 676 of the Code of Virginia. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
section six hundred and seventy-five of the Code of Virginia be 
amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Sec. 675. Requirements as to halls, doors, stairways, height 
of stories, fire-escapes. — All schoolhouses for which plans and 
detailed statements shall be filed and approved by said division 
superintendent shall have all halls, doors, stairways, seats, pas- 
sage-ways, and aisles, and all lighting and heating appliances 
and apparatus, arranged to facilitate egress in cases of fire or 
accidents, and to afford the requisite and proper accommodations 
for public protection in such cases. All exit doors in any school- 
houses of two or more stories in height shall open outwardly. 
No staircase shall be constructed except with straight runs, 
changes in direction being made by platforms. No doors shall 
open immediately upon a flight of stairs, but a landing at least 
the width of the doors shall be provided between such stairs and 
such doorway. Every schoolhouse hereafter erected of two sto- 
ries or more shall be equipped with an adequate number (to be 
determined by the division superintendent) of fire escapes of 
the enclosed metal slide type. 



CHAPTER 488, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to regulate the employment of children; to repeal an act entitled 
"an act to amend and re-enact chapter 210 of the Acts of 1908, regu- 
lating the employment of children in certain employments, approved 
March 13, 1908, as amended by chapter 339 of the Acts of 1914, ap- 
proved March 27, 1914," approved March 14, 1918; to repeal an act 
entitled "an act to permit children over the age of twelve years to 
work in fruit and vegetable canneries and to transmit merchandise or 
run errands," approved March 20, 1920, and to repeal sections 1809 
to 1816, inclusive, of the Code of Virginia, section 1810 of which was 
amended by an act approved March 25, 1920. 
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. No child under fourteen years of age shall be 
employed, permitted or suffered to work in, about, or in con- 
nection with any gainful occupation, other than work on farms, 
orchards and in gardens, except as specified in this act. 

Sec. 2. No child under sixteen years of age shall be em- 
ployed, permitted or suffered to work in, about, or in connec- 
tion with any gainful occupation (1) more than six days in 
any one week; (2) nor more than forty-four hours in any one 
week; (3) nor more than eight hours in any one day; (4) nor 
before the hour of seven o'clock in the morning nor after the 
hour of six o'clock in the evening, except on farms, in orchards 
or in gardens. Every employer shall post and keep posted con- 
spicuously in the place where any child is employed, permitted, 
or suffered 'to work, a printed notice setting forth the maximum 
number of hours such child may be required or permitted to work 
each day of the week, the hours beginning and ending of work 
each day, and the hours when the time allowed for meals begins 
and ends. 

Sec. 3. No child under sixteen years of age shall be em- 
ployed, permitted or suffered to work in, about, or in connection 
with any gainful occupation with the exception of work on farms, 
orchards and in gardens, unless the person, firm or corporation 
employing such child procures and keeps on file and accessible 
to any school attendance officer, inspector of labor or other au- 
thorized person charged with the enforcement of this act, the 
employment certificate as hereinafter provided, issued to such 
child ; and keep two complete lists of the names, together with 
the ages, of all children under sixteen years of age employed in 
or for such establishment or in such occupation, one on file and 
one conspicuously posted near the principal entrance of the place 
where such children are employed. - 

Sec. 4. Employment certificates shall be issued only by 
the chief school attendance officer, or if there is no attendance 
officer, by the division superintendent of schools or by any person 
designated by him in the city, town or county in which the child 
is to be employed, and only upon application in person of the 
child desiring employment, accompanied by the parent, guardian 
or custodian of such child. Where there is no attendance officer, 
the division superintendent of schools shall designate one or 
more persons to grant such permits in every city, town or county. 
The person issuing such certificate shall have authority to admin- 
ister the oath provided for therein, or to make any investigation 
or examination necessary for the issuance thereof. No fee shall 
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be charged for issuing any such certificate nor for administering 
any oath or rendering any services in respect thereto. The of- 
ficer issuing the certificate shall establish and maintain proper 
records where copies of all such certificates and all documents 
connected therewith shall be filed and preserved. 

Sec. 5. The person authorized to issue an employment cer- 
tificate shall not issue such certificate until he has received, ex- 
amined, approved and filed the following papers: 

(a) A statement signed by the prospective employer, or 
some one duly authorized on his behalf, stating'that he expects 
to give such child present employment, setting forth the specific 
nature of the occupation in which he intends to employ such 
child and the number of hours per day and of days per week 
which said child shall be employed and the daily time of the 
beginning and ending of such employment and of the period 
for lunch, and agreeing to send the notice of the commencement 
of employment and to return the certificate according to the pro- 
visions of this act. 

(b) Proof of age as provided in section six of this act. 

(c) A certificate of physical fitness as provided in section 
seven of this act. 

Sec. 6. The evidence of age required by this act shall con- 
sist of one of the following proofs of age, which shall be required 
in the order herein designated : 

(a) A birth certificate or attested transcript issued by a 
registrar of vital statistics -or other officer charged with the 
duty of recording births. 

(b) A baptismal record or duly certified transcript thereof, 
showing the date of birth and place of baptism of the child. 

(c) A passport or a certificate of arrival issued by immi- 
gration officers of the United States, showing the age of the 
child. 

(d) A bona fide contemporary record of the date and place 
of the child's birth kept in the Bible in which the record of the 
births in the family of the child are preserved. 

(e) Other documentary record of the child's age satisfac- 
tory to the issuing officer ; provided, that a school record, a school 
census record, or a parent's, guardian's or custodian's affidavit 
or statement of age shall not be accepted except as specified in 
subdivision (f). 

(f)- A certificate of physical age, signed by a public health 
or public school physician and based upon a physical examina- 
tion. Such certificate shall state the height and weight of such 
child and other evidence upon which the opinion as to the age 
of such child is founded. No fee shall be charged for this cer- 
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tiflcate. A parent's, guardian's or custodian's affidavit of age, 
and a record of the age as given in the register of the school 
first attended by the child, if obtainable, or in the earliest avail- 
able school census, shall accompany the physician's certificate 
of age. And no employment certificate shall be issued if any of 
the above possible sources shows the child to be under the age 
of fourteen, except as provided in section ten of this act. 

Sec 7. The certificate of physical fitness required by this 
act shall be signed by a public health or school physician. It 
shall show height and weight of the child and shall state that 
the said child has been thoroughly examined by the said physi- 
cian within a period of ten days and has been found to be of 
normal development for a child of his age, is in sound health, 
and is physically qualified for the employment specified in the 
statement submitted by the employer. 

Sec. 8. But nothing contained in this act shall be construed 
as qualifyng in any way the provisions of the compulsory edu- 
cation laws of this State, nor as authorizing the employment of 
any child who is absent unlawfully from school. 

Sec. 9. The employment certificate required to be issued 
shall state the name, sex, color, date of birth and place of resi- 
dence of the child. It shall certify that all the conditions and 
requirements for issuing an employment certificate under the 
provisions of this act have been fulfilled, and shall be signed by 
the person issuing it. It shall state the grade last completed by 
said child, the number of years said child has attended school, 
and the kind of evidence of age accepted for the employment 
certificate. It shall state the name and address of the employer 
for whom and the nature of the specific occupation in which the 
employment certificate authorizes the child to be employed, and 
no certificate shall be valid excepting for the employer so named 
and the occupation so designated. It shall bear a number, shall 
show the date of its issue, and shall be signed by the child for 
whom it is issued in the presence of the person issuing it. It 
shall be issued in triplicate, one copy to be mailed to the em- 
ployer, one copy to be sent to the State Commissioner of Labor, 
and one copy to be retained and kept on file by the issuing officer. 

See. 10. The provisions of this act shall not apply to chil- 
dren between the ages of twelve and sixteen working in fruit 
or vegetable canneries for not more than eight hours in any one 
day where public schools are not actually in session. 

Sec. 11. Every employer receiving an employment certifi- 
cate shall notify the issuing officer wthin seven days of the time 
of the commencement of the employment of such child, and 
within seven days after the termination of the employment 
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shall return said certificate to the issuing officer. Failure so to 
notify shall be cause for the cancellation of the certificate; and 
failure so to return it shall be cause for the refusal of further 
certificates upon the application of such employer. Returned 
certificates shall be filed, and the Commissioner of Labor shall 
be notified by the issuing officer of their return. 

Sec. 12. An employment certificate shall be invalid after 
twelve months from date of issue unless there shall have been 
filed with the issuing officer a new certificate of physical fitness 
as provided for in section seven. 

Sec. 13. No child under sixteen years of age shall be em- 
ployed, permitted or suffered to work in any mine, quarry, tun- 
nel, excavation work, brick or lumber yard, nor shall they oper- 
ate or assist in operating any dangerous machinery ; oil, assist 
in oiling, wiping or cleaning any such machinery ; nor shall they 
be employed in any capacity in preparing any composition in 
which dangerous or poisonous chemicals are used ; and they shall 
not be employed in any capacity in the manufacturing of paints, 
colors or white lead ; and no boy under sixteen and no girl under 
eighteen years of age shall be employed, permitted or suffered to 
work in any retail cigar or tobacco store, or in any theater, con- 
cert hall, pool hall, bowling-alley or place of amusement or in 
any hotel, restaurant, steam laundry, or in any passenger or 
freight elevator. 

Sec. 14. No male under fourteen years of age and no fe- 
male under eighteen years of age shall be employed, permitted 
or suffered to work as a messenger for any telegraph or messen- 
ger company or messenger service in the distribution, transmis- 
sion or delivery of goods or messages at any time. No male un- 
der eighteen years of age shall be employed, permitted or suf- 
fered to work as a messenger for any telegraph or messenger 
company or service in the distribution, transmission or delivery 
of goods or messages before five o'clock in the morning or after 
ten o'clock in the evening of any day. 

Sec. 15. No boy under fourteen years of age, and no girl 
under eighteen years of age, shall be employed, permitted or suf- 
fered to work in a street or public place in the occupation of 
peddling, boot-blacking or distributing or selling newspapers, 
magazines, periodicals or circulars, or engaged in any gainful 
occupation, in a street or public place, except that any boy be- 
tween twelve and sixteen years of age may engage in the occu- 
pations of boot-blacking or distributing and selling newspapers, 
magazines, periodicals or circulars which are by law permitted 
to be distributed and sold, or running errands or delivering par- 
cels at such time or times between six o'clock A. M. and seven 
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o'clock P. M. in each day that the public schools are not in ses- 
sion, provided such boy procures and carries on his person a 
badge as hereinafter provided. Such badge shall be issued by 
the same person authorized to issue an employment certificate, 
and upon compliance with all the requirements for the issuance 
of an employment certificate. It shall bear a number and, on 
its reverse side, shall be signed in the presence of the person 
issuing it by the child in whose name it is issued, together with 
address and date of birth. A deposit of fifty cents shall be made 
for the use of each badge, to be held by the officer issuing the 
badge and refunded upon the return thereof. 

Sec. 16. No boy to whom such badge is issued shall trans- 
fer it to any other person, nor be engaged in any of the trades 
and occupations mentioned in section fifteen without having con- 
spicuously on his person such badge, and he shall exhibit the 
same upon demand to any police officer, school attendance offi- 
cer, or to any labor inspector or other person charged with the 
duty of enforcing the provisions of this act. A complete record 
of badges issued and refused, and of the facts relating thereto, 
shall be kept by the issuing officer. No boy engaged in any of 
the street trades mentioned in section fifteen shall work more 
than eight hours in any one day. Nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to permit the violation of a curfew ordinance of 
any city or to prevent any boy twelve years of age or over from 
distributing newspapers, magazines or periodicals to regular 
subscribers at their residences or places of business without se- 
curing such badge. All such badges shall expire annually on the 
first day of January. The color of the badge shall be changed 
each year. 

Sec. 17. Whoever employs, procures, or, having under his 
control, permits a child to be employed, or issues an employment 
certificate in violation of any of the provisions of this act, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined 
not less than ten dollars nor more than twenty-five dollars for 
the first offense, not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than 
fifty dollars for the second offense, and not less than fifty dollars 
nor more than two hundred and fifty dollars for any subsequent 
offense, or, in addition to such fine in the case of such subsequent 
offense, may be confined in jail not less than thirty days nor 
more than ninety days. Any employment contrary' to the pro- 
visions of this act shall be prima, facie evidence of guilt, both as 
to the employer and the person having control of the child. 

Sec. 18. The Commissioner of Labor shall enforce the pro- 
visions of this act and shall have authority to appoint such in- 
spectors and assistants as may be necessary to secure the en- 
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forcement of this act. He shall supervise the work of the at- 
tendance officer or other persons in each city and county author- 
ized to enforce this act, and shall make all necessary rules and 
regulations for carrying out the purposes of this act, and shall 
prescribe and supply to the proper officials blanks for employ- 
ment certificates, badges for street trade, and such other forms 
as may be required for carrying out the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 19. An act entitled "an act to amend and re-enact 
chapter two hundred and one of the Acts of Nineteen Hundred 
and Eight, regulating the employment of children in certain 
employments, approved March thirteenth, nineteen hundred and 
eight, as amended by chapter three hundred and thirty-nine of 
the Acts of Nineteen Hundred and Fourteen, approved March 
twenty-seventh, nineteen hundred and fourteen," approved March 
fourteenth, nineteen hundred and eighteen, and an act entitled 
"an act to permit children over the age of twelve years to work 
in fruit and vegetable canneries and to transmit merchandise or 
run errands," approved March twentieth, nineteen hundred and 
twenty, and sections eighteen hundred and nine to eighteen hun- 
dred and sixteen, inclusive, of the Code of Virginia, section 
eighteen hundred and ten of which was amended by an act ap- 
proved March twenty-fifth, nineteen hundred and twenty, are 
hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 480, ACTS OF 1922. 



Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
sections nineteen hundred and five to nineteen hundred and 
twenty-two, inclusive, of the Code of Virginia, be amended and 
re-enacted so as to read as follows: 

Sec. 1905. Courts having exclusive original jurisdiction of 
coxes of delinquent, dependent or neglected children; records and 
hearings. — Juvenile and domestic relations courts in cities and 
counties wherein the same have been or may hereafter be estab- 
lished according to law, and circuit courts of counties and cor- 
poration or hustings courts of cities wherein no juvenile and do- 
mestic relations court may be established, shall have exclusive 
original jurisdiction for the trial of all matters and cases aris- 
ing under this chapter. Such courts shall have power under the 
terms and provisions of this chapter to determine the question 
of the dependency, neglect or delinquency of any child or chil- 
dren within their respective jurisdictions, and when so adjudi- 
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cated to declare such child or children to be, for the purposes of 
this chapter, wards of the State, and to make and enter such 
judgments or orders for their custody, discipline, supervision, 
care, protection and guardianship, as in the judgment of the 
court will be for the welfare and best interest of such child or 
children. In any case arising under this chapter the judge of 
the court may determine as between parents whether the father 
or mother shall have the custody, education, direction and con- 
trol of such child. 

Each of said courts shall keep a separate docket or order- 
book for the entry of its orders in cases arising under this chap- 
ter; and the trial of all such cases shall be held at a different 
time from the hearing of other cases in said courts ; and no per- 
son shall be admitted to hear the trial of said cases except of- 
ficers of the court, attorneys, and witnesses in the case, and the 
accused, and his relatives or guardian or custodian. The records 
of all such cases shall be withheld from indiscriminate public 
inspection, but such records shall be at all reasonable times open 
to inspection by the parent, guardian, or attorney of said child, 
or by the attorney for its parent or guardian. The hearing and 
proceedings herein provided for may be conducted in the judge's 
chamber or in any other room that may be provided for such 
cases, and in such places within the city or county as may be 
convenient to the court and to the parties concerned. No adju- 
dication or judgment upon the status of any child under the 
provsions of this chapter shall operate to impose any of the dis- 
abilities ordinarily imposed by a conviction, nor shall any such 
child be denominated a criminal by reason of any such adjudi- 
cation, nor shall such adjudication be denominated a conviction. 
Sec. 1906. Terms defined. — For the purposes of this chap- 
ter, the words "delinquent child" shall include a child under 
eighteen years of age who — 

Violates a law of this State or a city, town or county ordi- 
nance; or 

Is incorrigible ; or 

Is a persistent truant from school ; or 
Habitually associates with vagrants, criminals or reputed 
criminals, or vicious or immoral persons ; or 
Is an habitual loafer or vagrant; or 

Uses habitually intoxicating liquor as a beverage, or who 
uses opium, cocaine, morphine, or other smilar drug without the 
direction of a competent physician ; or 

Frequents a disorderly house or house of ill fame; or 
Frequents a gambling-house or place where a gambling de- 
vice is operated ; or 
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Habitually and without restraint uses or writes or circulates 
vile, obscene, vulgar, profane or indecent language, or is guilty 
of acts of moral perversion. 

The words "dependent child" shall mean a child under eighth 
een years of age, who is homeless or destitute or dependent on 
the public for support; or whose parents, for good cause, desire 
to be relieved of its care and custody or who is without a parent 
or guardian able to provide for its support, training and educa- 
tion, and is unable to maintain himself by lawful employment, 
except such children as are herein denned as "neglected" or "de- 
linquent." 

The words "neglected child" shall mean a child under eight- 
een years of age : 

Who is abandoned by both parents, or if one parent is dead, 
by the survivor, or by his guardian ; or 

Who has no proper parental care or guardianship ; or 

Who habitually begs or receives alms ; or 

Who is found living in a house of ill fame or with vicious or 
disreputable persons; or 

Whose home, by reason of neglect, cruelty or depravity on 
the part of its parent, guardian or other person in whose cere 
it may be, is an unfit place for such child ; or 

Whose parents or guardian neglect or refuse, when able to 
do so, to provide medical, surgical or other remedial care neces- 
sary for its health or well-being; or 

Whose parents or guardian permit such child, if under the 
age of sixteen years, to engage in any occupation or calling de- 
fined by the child labor law as dangerous to the life or limb or 
injurious to the health or morals of such child; or 

All delinquent, dependent or neglected children, as defined 
in this chapter, shall be considered, for the purposes of this chap- 
ter, wards of the State and in need of care and protection, and 
proceedings under this chapter shall be for the purpose of de- 
termining whether or not the State should assume the guardian-' 
ship, supervision, custody or control of the child in question. 

Sec. 1907. Style and commencement of proceedings. — The 
style or title of the proceedings under the provisions of this 
chapter, when against a child shall be "Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia in re " (inserting the name of child) . 

Any reputable person having knowledge or information that a 
child, who resides in or who is actually within a city or county 
of this State, is within the provisions of this chapter, or subject 
to the jurisdiction of a court hereunder, may, and any probation 
officer having such knowledge or information shall file with said 
court a verified petition, which petition shall set forth the name, 



jit.-cd^GoO^IC 



40 State Board of Public Welfare. 

residence and age of the child, and name and residence of the 
parents, if known to the petitioner, and the name and residence 
of the person or persons having the guardianship, custody, con- 
trol and supervision of such child, if the same be known, or can 
be ascertained by petitioner, or the petition shall state that they 
are unknown if that be the fact. The petitioner shall state the 
facts which bring said child within the provisions of this chap- 
ter, and it shall be sufficient for that purpose to aver that the 
child mentioned therein is "dependent," "neglected," or "delin- 
quent," as the case may be, and in need of the care and protec- 
tion of the State in that (here stating concisely the facts which 
bring said child within said terms as herein defined), and said 
petition shall be sworn to by petitioner; but such affidavit may 
be made upon the information and belief of affiant. 

Sec. 1908. Issuance of summons. — Upon the filing of the 
petition, the c!erk or judge shall forthwith, or after causing an 
investigation to be made by a probation officer or other person 
designated by said court or judge, cause a summons to be issued, 
signed by the judge or clerk of said court, requiring the child 
to appear before the court, and requiring the parents, guardian, 
or the person having the custody, control or supervision of the 
child, or the person with whom the child may be found, to ap- 
pear with the child, at such time and place as may be stated in 
the summons, to show cause why the child should not be dealt 
with according to the provisions of this chapter. If it appears 
from the petition that the child has violated any penal law of 
this State (or any ordinance of a city, town or county) for which 
it might be prosecuted, or that the child is in such condition that 
its welfare requires that its custody be immediately assumed, 
the judge or clerk may endorse upon the summons a direction 
that the officer serving the same shall at once take said child 
into his or her custody. When any child is taken into custody 
under such summons, such child may, if in the judgment of the 
judge of said court it is not inconsistent with his or her wel- 
fare, be admitted to bail, or released on his or her own recog- 
nizance, or released into the custody of his or her parent, or of 
a probation officer or other person designated by the judge of 
said court. When not so released, said child shall be detained 
pending the hearing of the case and final disposition of said child 
in accordance with the subsequent provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 1909. Service of summons. — Service of such sum- 
mons within said county or city shall be made by delivering to 
and leaving with the person summoned a true copy thereof. If 
the child mentioned in the petition be present in court, no sum- 
mons to said child shall be necessary to give the court jurisdic- 
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tion of such child. When the person named in the summons, 
other than the child, is present in court, or is a non-resident of 
the State, or cannot be found after reasonably diligent search, 
or when said child is in court by reason of the violation of any 
penal law of the State or any ordinance of said county or city, 
service of a summons, upon such other person named in the 
summons shall not be necessary to give the court jurisdiction; 
but if such other person be not present in court, and if for any 
of the reasons set out above has not been served with a summons, 
the court must appoint probation officer, or a discreet and com- 
petent attorney at law to act as guardian ad litem to represent 
the interest of such child, and such guardian ad litem shall be 
present at the hearing of said case to represent said child. But 
in no case shall the trial proceed until the parents or parent of 
such child, if residing within this State, have been duly notified 
of the pendency of such proceedings unless the judge shall cer- 
tify on his record that diligent efforts have been made to locate 
and notify such parents without avail. In cases where a sum- 
mons is necessary, it shall be sufficient to confer jurisdiction if 
service is effected at any time before the time fixed in the sum- 
mons for the return thereof, but the court shall not proceed with 
the hearing earlier than the third day after the date of service, 
if objection be made by the parties served, or by a guardian ad 
litem appointed to represent the interest of such child. Proof 
of service may be made by the affidavit of the person who de- 
livers a copy of said summons to the person summoned, if the 
summons be not served by an officer, but if served by a State, 
county or municipal officer his return shall be sufficient without 
oath. The summons shall be considered a mandate of the court, 
and willful failure to obey its requirements shall subject any 
person guilty thereof to liability for punishment as for a con- 
tempt 

Sec. 1910. Return of summons; trial of case; disposition 
of child. — At the time set for the hearing, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided, the court shall proceed to hear and determine the case. 
The judge of said court, subject to the rights of counsel, may con- 
duct the examination of witnesses, and may take testimony and 
inquire into the habits, surroundings, conditions, tendencies and . 
guardianship of said child so as to enable the court to determine 
if such child is delinquent, dependent or neglected, and, if so, 
what order or judgment will best conserve the welfare of said 
child and carry out the objects of this chapter. If said child is 
found by the court to be dependent, delinquent or neglected, the 
court shall so adjudicate, and thereafter, unless said finding and 
judgment is annulled or appealed as herein provided for, said 
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child shall, during his or her minority or so much thereof as the 
court shall consider it to be for the best interest of said child, for 
the purposes of this chapter, be considered a. ward of the State 
and be subject to the guardianship of the court as herein provided 
for. 

After such hearing and adjudication the court may place 
the child under the care and control of a probation officer, and 
may allow such child to remain in its home, subject to the visi- 
tation of a probation officer, to be returned to the court by the 
parent or probation officer when ordered to do so by the judge 
for further proceedings whenever such action may appear to 
said court or judge necessary; or the court may order the child 
to be placed in a suitable family home, willing to receive it, sub- 
ject to the friendly visitation and supervision of a probation of- 
ficer or of an agent of the State Board of Public Welfare, and 
subject to the further order of the court; or it may authorize 
the child to be boarded out in some suitable family home, 
school or institution (approved by the State Board of Public 
Welfare) ; or the court may commit such child to the State Board 
of Public Welfare or to any society, association or institution in- 
corporated under the laws of Virgina approved by said State 
Board of Public Welfare, or the court may make such other order 
or judgment as the court may deem to be for the best interest 
of the child and for the proper protection of the public inter- 
ests ; provided, that all delinquent children intended to be placed 
in a State institution shall be committed to the State Board of 
Public Welfare — it being the purpose of this chapter to make 
said board the sole agency for the guardianship of delinquent 
children committed to the State. All commitments under this 
chapter shall be for an indeterminate period, having regard to 
the welfare of the child and interests of the parents, but no child 
committed hereunder shall be held or detained after such child 
shall have attained the age of twenty-one years; and the said 
State Board of Public Welfare and said societies, associations or 
institutions may place under contract children committed under 
this chapter in suitable family homes, institutions or industrial 
schools for the care of children without further process of law 
for a term of years not exceeding the period of minority of such 
child, and whenever such a child shall be so placed by such so- 
ciety, association or institution, a report of such action shall be 
made to the State Board of Public Welfare in such form as may 
be required by it. Any order made by the court or any commit- 
ment to any such private society, association or institution shall 
be subject to modification or revocation from time to time as the 
court may deem to be for the welfare of such child ; the duty be- 
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ing constant upon the court to give all children subject to its 
jurisdiction such oversight and control as may conduce to the 
welfare of.the child and the best interests of the State. In com- 
mitting any child to any custodial agency, or placing it in any 
guardianship other than that of its natural guardian, the court 
shall, as far as practicable, select some individual holding to 
the same religious belief as the parent of such child ; or some in- 
stitution or association governed by persons of the same religious 
faith as that of the parents of the child, unless the commitment 
be to a State institution or agency. 

Unless the offense is aggravated or the child is of an ex- 
tremely vicous or unruly disposition, no court, judge or justice 
shall sentence or commit a child under the age of eighteen years 
to a jail, workhouse, or police station, or send such a child on to 
the grand jury, nor sentence such child to the penitentiary or 
to the State convict road force. 

Sec. 1911. Arresting children; transfer of eases from jus- 
tices and courts not having jurisdiction of their trial. — Nothing 
in this chapter shall be construed as forbidding the arrest of 
any child as is now or may hereafter be provided by law. But 
no arrest shall be issued for any child under twelve years of age 
except with the written permission of a judge of a court of rec- 
ord or the justice of the juvenile and domestic relations court; 
nor shall any such child be transported, conveyed or ridden in a 
police patrol wagon or other vehicle usually used for the trans- 
portation or conveyance of adult prisoners. And no warrant 
of arrest shall be issued for any child between the ages of twelve 
and eighteen years except when the use of such process is im- 
perative. Whenever any child under eighteen years of age, and 
who otherwise comes under the provisions of this chapter, is 
brought before any other justice or court in such county or city, 
such justice or court shall forthwith, by proper order, transfer 
the case to the said juvenile and domestic relations court or said 
circuit, corporation or hustings court; and shall order and direct 
that said child be taken to the place provided in such county or 
city for the detention of children coming within the provisions 
of this chapter. Said justice or court may, however, admit such 
child so- transferred to bail, or release such child into the custody 
of some suitable person, to appear before said juvenile and do- 
mestic relatons court or circuit, corporation or hustings court 
at a time designated in said undertaking of bail or in said order 
of transfer. All warrants and other processes or papers in the 
hands of such justice or court relating to the case so transferred 
shall be by him or by the clerk of said court forthwith transmit- 
ted to the clerk of said juvenile and domestic relations or circuit, 
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corporation or hustings court and shall became a part of its rec- 
ords. Said juvenile and domestic relations, or circuit, corpora- 
tion or hustings court shall thereupon have jurisdiction of said 
cause, and shall proceed to hear and determine the same in like 
manner as if the proceedings had been instituted in said court by 
petition as herein provided for. 

Sec. 1912. Regulations as to the custody of dependent, de- 
linquent or neglected children. — When ever any child is found to 
be dependent, neglected or delinquent within the meaning of 
this chapter, and the court, in its discretion, shall take the cus- 
tody of said child from its parents, or either of them, or from 
the custody of any person or persons liable for its support and 
shall place it in the custody of the other parent, or in the custody 
of any other person, or in the place of detention or parental school 
provided by such county or city, or in any hospital or other in- 
stitution or with any custodial agency, public or private, the 
court may, after service of an order to show cause or the issuance 
and execution of a warrant upon the person from whose 
custody the child has been taken, proceed to inquire whether 
or not said child should be supported by said person, and may 
order and adjudge that the expenses of caring for said child, or 
part thereof shall be paid by such person or persons, and may 
direct when, how and where money for said expenses shall be 
paid ; and in the event that said person so adjudged liable to pay 
such expenses or support shall willfully, and without just excuse, 
fail or refuse to pay same in accordance with the court's said or- 
der, said person so failing to pay same shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and be dealt with in accordance with the provisions 
of the statute relating to desertion and non-support An appeal 
may be taken from said order adjudging said person liable to 
pay said expenses in like manner as in misdemeanor cases. If 
the child have an estate in the hands of the guardian or trustee, 
the guardian or trustee may be required to pay for its education 
and maintenance in connection therewith, so long as there may 
be funds for that purpose. 

Sec. 1913. Physical and mental examinations. — The court, 
in its discretion, either before or after a hearing, may cause any 
child within its jurisdictions to be given a physical and* mental 
examination by a competent physician or physicians or an ap- 
proved mental examiner, to be designated by the court having 
jurisdiction of such child, and the physician or mental examiner 
so designated shall certify to the court the condition in which 
he finds the child. If it shall appear to the court that any 
child within its jurisdiction is mentally defective, he may cause 
the child to be examined by two licensed physicians or approved 
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mental examiners, and on the written statement of such physi- 
cians or examiners that it is their opinion that the child is men- 
tally defective, the court may commit such child to an institu- 
tion authorized by law to receive and care for mentally defective 
children. The parent or parents, guardian or custodian of such 
child shall be given due notice of any proceeding hereunder as 
provided for in section nineteen hundred and eight. When the 
health or physical condition of the child requires it, the court 
may cause the child to be treated by a competent physician or 
placed in a public hospital or other institution for treatment or 
special care, or in a private hosptal or institution which will re- 
ceive it for like purposes. 

Sec. 1914. Detention homes or other places of detention. — 
Provision shall be made for the temporary detention of children 
coming within the provisions of this chapter in a detention home 
or parental school to be conducted as an agency of the city or 
county for that purpose, or the judge of such court may, with 
the approval of the governing body of the city or board of su- 
pervisors of the county, arrange for the boarding of such chil- 
dren temporarily in a private home or homes, in the custody of . 
some fit person or persons subject to the supervision of the court, 
or the judge may arrange with any incorporated institution, so- 
ciety or association, approved by the State Board of Public Wel- 
fare, or with any other court, which maintains a suitable place 
of detention for children for the use thereof as a temporary de- 
tention home, but the court or justice shall not send any child 
to jail or station house while awaiting trial or disposition unless 
such child is extremely vicious or unruly or is charged with de- 
linquency of an aggravated nature. 

In the event that a detention home or parental school is 
established by the court, it shall be subject to visitation and in- 
spection by the State Board of Public Welfare, and shall be fur- 
nished and carried on so far as possible as a family home un- 
der the management of a superintendent or matron. The court 
shall appoint such superintendent or matron from a list of eligi- 
bles submitted by the State Board of Public Welfare, and it may 
appoint such other employees for such home as may be neces- 
sary. The necessary expenses incurred in maintaining such de- 
' tention home shall be a charge upon the county or city, as the 
case may be, and the county board of supervisors or the city 
council or other governing body shall make provision therefor. 

In case the court shall arrange for the boarding of children 
temporarily detained in private homes or with any incorporated 
institution, society or association, or in detention homes con- 
ducted by another city or county, a reasonable sum for the board 
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of such children while so detained shall be, upon the order of 
the court, paid by the county or city, as the case may be. No 
child shall be detained or confined in a city or county almshouse 
or poorhouse for a period longer than thirty days without the 
consent of the State Board of Public Welfare. 

The same fees or allowances shall be paid by the State for 
children boarded out or held in a detention home as are now 
paid for prisoners confined in jail. 

Sec 1915. Probation officers; appointment, duties and 
powers. — The court may appoint one or more suitable persons 
as probation officers, in accordance with the terms "of chapter 
three hundred and forty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and 
eighteen, or any amendment thereof, whose duty it shall be to 
make such investigation of cases involving children under the 
age of eighteen years as the court may direct, either before or 
after a hearing, to be present in court in order to represent the 
interests of the child when the case is heard, to furnish the 
court such information and assistance as it may require, and to 
take charge of any such child before and after the hearing as 
may be directed by the court, and to perform such other duties 
as the court may confer upon him. Every probation officer ap- 
pointed under said chapter is hereby invested with all the powers 
and authority of a police officer and of a constable. The compen- 
sation of such probation officers shall be fixed by the board of 
supervisors of the county, or the council or other governing body 
of the city in which they serve, and shall be paid out of the 
county or city treasury. 

Sec. 1916. Police officers and constables as probation of- 
ficers. — Any court mentioned in section nineteen hundred and 
five may, upon the recommendation of the State Board of Public 
Welfare, appoint and deputize any member or members of the 
police force of a city, or of an incorporated town, not exceeding 
three in number, and any constable or other suitable person of 
the magisterial districts of a county, to act and serve as proba- 
tion officer or officers so long as the judge of such court may 
deem desirable. In cities of twenty-five thousand inhabitants 
or over, a policeman so designated shall, while acting as such 
probation officer, receive the same salary as theretofore and be 
relieved of the ordinary detail duties of a policeman, but shall 
remain subject to suspension or removal as before his designa- 
tion. In counties, towns, and in cities of less than twenty-five 
thousand inhabitants, police officers or constables designated for 
probation duly under the provisions of this chapter shall not be 
relieved of the ordinary detail duties of his office except upon 
express orders of the court making such designation. Where no 
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appointment of a probation officer is made, the chief of police 
of the city or town and the sheriff of the county is authorized 
and required to act as such probation officer. Every probation 
officer designated as aforesaid is invested with all the powers 
and authority of a constable. 

All persons so selected shall faithfully perform the work 
and duties which may be prescribed for them by the court or by 
the State Board of Public Welfare. Such officer or officers so 
appointed shall receive no extra compensation over his or their 
regular pay, except that the local authorities of a city, town or 
county may, if they see fit, pay to such officer so designated 
such compensation as they may deem to be reasonable. 

Sec. 1917. Courts' advisory boards. — The judge of any 
court which has exclusive original jurisdiction of the trial of 
cases arising under this chapter may appoint a board of not less 
than three nor more than fifteen citizens of the county or city, 
known for their interest in the welfare of children, who shall 
serve without compensation, to be called the advisory board of 
said court; provided, that in counties or cities wherein county 
or city boards of public welfare may be appointed, such boards 
shall constitute the advisory board of the court for such county 
or city in relation to matters arising under this chapter. Said 
advisory board at its first meeting shall organize by electing of- 
ficers and adopting such by-laws, rules and regulations for its 
government as it may deem proper. The members of said board 
shall hold office during the pleasure of the court or the judge 
thereof. The duties of the board shall be as follows: (1) To 
advise and co-operate with the court upon all matters affecting 
the workings of this chapter and other laws relating to children, 
their care and protection, and to domestic relations; (2) to visit 
as often as they conveniently can institutions and associ- 
ations receiving children under this chapter, and to report to 
the court from time to time the conditions and surroundings of 
the children received by or in charge of any such persons, insti- 
tutions or associations; (3) to make themselves familiar with 
the work of the court under this chapter and make, from time 
to time, a report to the public of the work of said court. 

Sec. 1918. Fine may be imposed upon certain delinquent 
children as disciplinary measure; when children may be pro- 
ceeded against as adults. — A fine not exceeding fifty dollars may 
be imposed upon delinquent children who are of working age 
as a disciplinary measure. All sums so ordered to be paid may 
be paid by the children in monthly or weekly installments. Such 
children may also be required to make restitution for damages 
resulting from their wrongful conduct ; or in lieu of a fine, the 
court may, in case any such child is placed on probation, require 
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him to pay a fee for probation service not exceeding fifty dol- 
lars, such fees to be accounted for by the judge or clerk of said 
court and paid monthly into the treasury of the city or county 
paying the salary of the probation officer. 

If at any time, after thorough investigation or trial of its 
various disciplinary measures, the court or the judge thereof is 
convinced that any delinquent child fourteen years of age or over 
brought before it under the terms of this chapter, cannot be 
made to lead a correct life, and cannot be properly disciplined 
under the provisions of this chapter, the said child shall then be 
proceeded against as if he were over the age of eighteen years, 
and may be committed to the county jail, or to any city jail or 
police station pending further proceedings, or admitted to bail. 

Sec. 1919. Interference with probation officer, etc.; remov- 
ing or concealing child; punishment. — It shall be unlawful for 
any person to interfere with or to obstruct any probation officer, 
policeman, constable, or other officer in the discharge of his duty 
under this chapter, or for any person to remove or conceal or 
cause any child to be removed or concealed in order that it may 
not be brought before court, or for any person to interfere with 
or remove or attempt to remove any child who is in the custody 
of the court or of an officer, or who has been lawfully commit- 
ted under this chapter. Any person violating any of the pro- 
visions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and upon conviction shall be fined not exceeding fifty dollars or 
imprisoned not exceeding three months, or both. 

Sec. 1920. Appeals. — An appeal may be taken by any party 
aggrieved from any final order or judgment of the court in the 
case of any child coming within the provisions of this act, to the 
circuit court of the county or to any city court having equity 
jurisdiction within twenty days after the entering of said order 
or judgment in said case. Proceedings in such cases in such 
courts shall conform to the equity practice where evidence is 
taken ore tenus; provided, however, that an issue out of chancery 
may be had as a matter of right upon request of either party. 

Sec. 1921. Vacation powers. — The judge of any court 
which has exclusive original jurisdiction of the trial of cases of 
delinquent, dependent or neglected children is hereby authorized 
to perform in vacation any act or exercise any power under the 
provisions of the preceding sections of this chapter which might 
be done or performed by the court in term time. 

Sec. 1922. Liberal construction of chapter; constitution- 
ality. — This chapter shall be liberally construed in order to ac- 
complish the beneficial purposes herein sought. Should any part 
of this chapter be declared to be unconstitutional by the Supreme 
Court of Appeals of this State or by the United States Supreme 
Court, such decision shall not affect the remainder hereof. 
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CHAPTER 481, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to amend and re-enact sections 1945 to 1953, inclusive, of the Code 
of Virginia, and to add six new sections to the said Code, to be num- 
bered 1951a, 1951b, 1951c, 1951d, 1951e, and 1951f. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
sections nineteen hundred and forty-five to nineteen hundred and 
fifty-three, inclusive, of the Code of Virginia, be amended and. 
re-enacted, and that six new sections — numbered nineteen hun- 
dred and fifty-one-a, nineteen hundred and fifty-one-b, nineteen 
hundred and fifty-one-c, nineteen hundred and fifty-one-d, nine- 
teen hundred and fifty-one-e, and nineteen hundred and fifty- 
one-f — be added to the said Code, which sections of the Code 
and the said new sections shall read as follows : 

Sec 1945. Establish/merit of juvenile and domestic rela- 
tions courts. — The council or other governing body of any city of 
this Commonwealth containing twenty-five thousand inhabitants 
or more shall elect a special justice of the peace, who shall be a 
person licensed to practice law, to be known as the judge of the 
juvenile and domestic relations court of such city, and who shall 
hold office for a term of six years, and until his successor has 
been elected and has qualified, unless sooner removed, as herein- 
after provided; provided, however, that no election hereunder 
shall take place until the expiration of the respective terms for 
which said special justices are now elected. But this section is 
subject to this provision: that in cities of not less than twenty- 
five thousand nor more than one hundred thousand inhabitants, 
said council or other governing body may designate the civil or 
police justice to act as the judge of such juvenile and domestic 
relations court, in which event he shall hold office for the term 
for which he is elected as such civil or police justice, or until a 
special justice may be elected as above provided. 

Sec. 1946. Oath of special justice. — Every such special jus- 
tice, before entering upon the performance of his duties, shall 
take, before the corporation or hustings court of the city for 
which he is appointed, or before the judge thereof in vacation, 
the official oath required by law- 
Sec. 1947. Salary of special justice. — Every such special 
justice shall receive out of the treasury of the city for which he 
is elected such salary as the council or other governing body of 
such city shall prescribe. The salary so fixed shall be in lieu of 
all fees which may accrue to him by virtue of his office; provided, 
that all such fees, when collected, shall be accounted for and paid 
by him into the treasury of said city on or before the tenth of 
each month. 
4 
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Sec. 1948. Courts of special justice; appointment of sub- 
stitute justices; when substitute justice to act. — Such special jus- 
tice shall hold court as may be provided by ordinance of the city 
for which he is appointed or at such times and places within his 
territorial jurisdiction as he may designate; but he shall be al- 
lowed a vacation period of at least thirty days during each year. 
The judge of the corporation or hustings court of each of said 
cities shall, by proper order of record, appoint, upon the recom- 
mendation of such special justice, as a substitute justice of said 
juvenile and domestic relations court a discreet and competent 
person, and may at any time revoke such appointment, and make 
a new appointment in like manner in the event of such revoca- 
tion, or of the resignation, death, absence or disability of such 
substitute justice. In the event of the disability of said special 
justice to perform the duties of his office by reason of sickness, 
absence or otherwise, or of the impropriety of his acting, such 
substitute justice shall perform the duties and possess the powers 
of said special justice during such period, and in the event of the 
resignation, death, removal, or permanent disability of the spe- 
cial justice, such substitute justice shall act until a successor has 
been elected and has qualified. Said substitute justice shall re- 
ceive for his services such compensation as the respective city 
councils or other governing bodies shall determine. 

Sec. 1949. How special justice removed. — The special jus- 
tice elected under this chapter may be removed in accordance 
with the provisions of section twenty-seven hundred and five of 
the Code of Virginia. 

Sec. 1950. Special justice, conservators of peace; their ju- 
risdiction. — The special justices elected under the provisions of 
this chapter shall be conservators of the peace within the cor- 
porate limits of the cities for which they are respectively elected 
and within one mile beyond the corporate limits of such cities; 
and except as hereinafter limited, shall have, within the cor- 
porate limits, exclusive original jurisdiction and within one mile 
beyond said corporate limits, concurrent jurisdiction with the 
justices and the circuit courts of the counties, over all cases, mat- 
ters and proceedings involving — 

(1) The disposition, custody or control of delinquent, de- 
pendent and neglected children ; 

(2) The enforcement of any law, regulation or ordinance 
for the education, protection or care of children ; 

(3) The prosecution and punishment of persons charged 
with ill treatment, abuse, abandonment or neglect of children, or 
with contributing to their delinquency or dependency or neglect 
in any manner, or with any other offense against children under 
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the age of eighteen years except murder and manslaughter; pro- 
vided, however, that in prosecutions for felonies other than mur- 
der and manslaughter, the jurisdiction of said special justice 
shall be limited to that of an examining magistrate ; 

(4) All offenses, except murder and manslaughter, com- 
mitted by one member of a family against another member of 
said family; and the trial of all criminal warrants in which 
one member of a family is complainant against another mem- 
ber of said family; provided, however, that in prosecution for 
felonies other than murder and manslaughter the jurisdiction 
of said special justice shall be limited to that of an examining 
magistrate. The word "family" as used herein shall be con- 
strued to include husband and wife, parent and child, brother 
r.nd sister, grandparent and grandchild ; 

(5) The prosecution and punishment of persons, male or 
female, who knowingly contribute in any way to the disrup- 
tion of marital relations or of a home. 

Said special justice shall, in all such cases, possess the juris- 
diction and exercise all the powers conferred upon justices of 
the peace and police justices by the laws of this State, and he 
shall have such other powers and jurisdiction as may be law- 
fully conferred upon him. He shall have the same powers with 
respect to the amendment or issuance of warrants as are con- 
ferred on courts and judges by the provisions of section forty- 
nine hundred and eighty-nine of the Code of Virginia. 

This act shall be construed liberally and as remedial in 
character; and the powers hereby conferred are intended to be 
general to effect the beneficial purposes herein set forth. It is 
the intention of this act that in all proceedings concerning the 
disposition, custody or control of children coming within the 
provisions hereof, the court shall proceed upon the theory that 
the welfare of the child is the paramount concern of the State, 
and, to the end that this humane purpose may be attained, said 
justices shall possess all necessary and incidental powers and 
authority, whether legal or equitable in their nature. 

From the hearing or trial of all cases, matters or proceed- 
ings under the provisions of this chapter there shall be excluded 
all persons except officers of the court, attorneys and witnesses 
in the case, and the accused or his relatives or guardian or cus- 
todian. Any hearing or trial may be had in chambers. 

Sec. 1950-a. Contempt of Court. — The said special justice 
shall have the same powers in matters of contempt as are con- 
ferred on courts and judges by the general law, but in no case 
shall the fine exceed fifty dollars, and imprisonment exceed ten 
days for the same contempt. From any such fine or sentence 
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an appeal shall be allowed as appeals are allowed from such 
justices in other cases affecting adults, and the proceedings in 
such appeals shall conform in all other respects to the provis- 
ions of section forty-five hundred and twenty-three of the Code 
of Virginia. 

Sec. 1951. Cities to provide court-rooms, et cetera; records 
under control of justice. — Each of such cities shall provide a 
suitable court-room and offices for said court, and shall furnish 
all necessary furniture, filing cabinets, dockets, books, station- 
ery, et cetera. Said special justice, after consultation with the 
State Commissioner of Public Welfare, shall have the power to 
determine the form and character of his records and to deter- 
mine and publish the rules to regulate the proceedings in all 
cases coming within the provisions of this chapter where not 
otherwise provided by law, and for the conduct of all probation 
and other officers of the court, and such rules shall be enforced 
and construed liberally for the remedial purposes embraced 
therein. The records of the court shall be under the control of 
said special justice and shall not be removed or examined by 
any person without his consent, except by persons authorized 
by law to make such examinations. 

The special justice, after consultation with the Commis- 
sioner of Public Welfare, may also devise, promulgate and cause 
to be printed for the use of the public and for the use of the 
court, forms which may be found necessary and convenient for 
use in cases coming under this chapter. 

Sec. 1951-a. Certain officers to aid juvenile and domestic 
relations court when; service of process. — The court may, in its 
discretion, call upon the Commonwealth's attorney of his city 
to assist the court in any proceeding under this chapter, and it 
shall be the duty of such Commonwealth's attorney to render 
such assistance when so requested, and said Commonwealth's 
attorney shall represent the State in all cases appealed from 
said juvenile and domestic relatons court to other courts; and 
the sheriffs of the counties of this State and police officers of 
the cities shall serve all papers directed by the court or justice 
to be served by them, but any paper, summons or process issued 
by said court may be served by any person designated by the 
court or justice for that purpose. 

Sec. 1951-b. Traveling expenses of officers and witnesses. 
— The traveling expenses incurred by a probation officer or other 
officer of said court, when traveling under the order of said 
court or justice, shall be paid by the Auditor of Public Accounts 
out of the criminal accounts fund provided, upon presentation 
of an account approved by said justice. Said justice may, in his 
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discretion, authorize the payment of necessary traveling ex- 
penses incurred by any witness or person summoned or other- 
wise required to appear at the hearing of any case coming within 
the jurisdiction of said court. 

Sec. 1951-c. Co-operation of certain agencies and officials 
jmay be sought; their duties. — The court may seek the co-opera- 
tion of all societies, organizations or institutions, public or private 
having for their object the protection, aid or care of children, to 
the end that the court may be assisted in every reasonable way to 
give all children coming under its jurisdiction the care, protection 
and assistance which will best conserve the welfare of such chil- 
dren. It is hereby made the duty of every official of such city or 
any department thereof to render such assistance and co-operation 
to said court as will best further the objects of this chapter. All 
institutions, associations or other custodial agencies in which 
any child coming within the provisions of this chapter may be, 
are hereby required to give such information to the court, or to 
any of its officers as said court or officers may require for the 
purpose of this chapter. 

Sec. 1951-d. Provisions as to bonds and other undertak- 
ings. — All bonds and other undertakings taken and approved by 
the justice of the court, either for the appearance of any person 
or for the performance of any other duty or undertaking set 
forth in said bond, shall be valid and enforceable even if the 
principal in said bond shall be a minor. In the event of a failure 
upon the part of the principal or sureties in any bond taken in 
said court to faithfully carry out and discharge the undertak- 
ings of said bond, then, in that event, the justice of such court 
shall have the right to declare said bond forfeited, and to cer- 
tify the same to the clerk of the corporation or hustings court 
of his city. And in the event of such certification by the jus- 
tice of the court to the clerk of said corporation or hustings 
court it shall be the duty of the clerk of said latter court to 
bring the same at once to the attention of the justice of said 
court, who shall proceed thereon in the manner prescribed by 
law. 

Sec. 1951-e. Appeals. — From any final order or judgment 
of said court affecting the rights or interests of any child com- 
ing within its jurisdiction, an appeal may be taken in jthe man- 
ner prescribed by section nineteen hundred and twenty of the 
Code of Virginia as amended. From any final order or judg- 
ment of conviction of said juvenile and domestic relations court 
affecting the rights or interests of any person over the age of 
eighteen years coming within its jurisdiction, an appeal may be 
taken by the person aggrieved to the corporation or hustings 
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court of such city within ten days; provided, however, that in 
either case said appeal may be withdrawn by the person taking 
same at any time before the appeal papers shall have been ac- 
tually filed in the higher court; and, provided further, that in 
any case said justice may grant a rehearing within thirty days, 
upon good cause shown, after due notice to interested parties. 

Upon the rendition of final judgment upon an appeal from 
said juvenile and domestic relations court said appellate court 
shall cause to be filed with said juvenile and domestic relations 
court a copy of its judgment, which shall thereupon become the 
judgment of said juvenile and domestic relations court. In the 
event such appellate court does not dismiss said proceedings or 
discharge said child or adult person, said appellate court may, 
in its discretion, remand said child or adult person to the juris- 
diction of said juvenile and domestic relations court for its su- 
pervision and care, under the terms of its said order or judg- 
ment, and thereafter said child or adult person shall be and 
remain under the jurisdiction of said juvenile and domestic re- 
lations court in the same manner as if said court had rendered 
said judgment in the first instance. 

Sec. 1951-f. Affidavits and oaths; issuance of appropriate 
orders or writs. — The clerk of said juvenile and domestic rela- 
tions court shall have authority to take affidavits and to admin- 
ister oaths or affirmations in proceedings coming within the ju- 
risdiction of said court, and the justice shall have power to issue 
all appropriate orders or writs in aid of the jurisdiction vested 
in said court. 

Sec. 1952. Clerks and bailiffs of courts; their powers and 
duties.- -In cities of one hundred thousand inhabitants or more 
said special justice shall have the power to appoint a clerk and 
a bailiff and such other employees as may be necessary for the 
proper conduct of his said court. The compensation that such 
clerk, bailiff and other employees of said court shall receive 
for their services shall be fixed by the council or other gov- 
erning body of said city, and shall be paid out of the city treas- 
ury. 

The said clerk shall keep the court docket and shall per- 
form such other duties as the justice of said court may pre- 
scribe or the council or other governing body of said city may 
by ordinance direct. 

The said bailiff shall have charge of the court-room and the 
offices connected therewith, and he shall be held responsible for 
the safekeeping and proper protection of the furniture and other 
property contained therein. He shall have charge of the clean- 
ing, warming and lighting of said court-room and offices. He 
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shall attend all court sessions held by said justices and shall 
perform such other services as may be required of him by the 
said justice. The said bailiff shall have the power and authority 
of a police officer. 

Sec. 1953. When terms of special justices begin. — All spe- 
cial justices elected under this chapter shall enter upon the dis- 
charge of their duties the first day of January next succeeding 
their election, or on the first of such month as the respective 
city councils or other governing bodies may designate ; provided, 
however, that every special justice now holding office under 
the provisions of chapter eighty-one of the Code of Virginia 
of nineteen hundred and nineteen shall continue in office under 
the provisions of this amended chapter and exercise the powers 
and jurisdiction herein prescribed, until his term of office shall 
expire. 



CHAPTER 482, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to provide for the appointment of special justices of the peace in 
cities of less than 25,000 inhabitants and in counties, to be known as 
judges of juvenile and domestic relations courts; to prescribe their 
jurisdiction, powers, duties, and compensation; and to provide for the 
maintenance of juvenile and domestic relations courts in such cities 
and in counties. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, as fol- 
lows: 

Section 1. The circuit court of every city of less than 
twenty-five thousand inhabitants, or the corporation court 
thereof if there be no circuit court, and the circuit court 
of every county of this State shall appoint a special justice of 
the peace, preferably a person trained in the law, to be known 
as the judge of the juvenile and domestic relations court for 
such city or county, who shall hold office for a term of six years 
and until his successor has been appointed and has qualified, 
unless sooner removed as provided by section twenty-seven hun- 
dred and five of the Code of Virginia of nineteen hundred and 
nineteen ; provided, that said circuit court may designate or ap- 
point the same person to act as such special justice for a city 
and one or more counties, or for two or more counties, within 
his judicial circuit. Cities having no corporation court or sep- 
arate circuit court shall, for the purposes of this act, be deemed 
in all respects to be parts of the counties in which they are sit- 
uated. Police and civil justices shall be eligible to appointment 
under the provisions of this act, 
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Sec. 2. Every special justice appointed under this act, be- 
fore entering upon the performance of his duties, shall take 
the oath of office prescribed by law before the court making the 
appointment. 

Sec. 3. Every special justice appointed under this act 
shall receive the fees prescribed by law for justices of the peace, 
or in lieu thereof he shall receive out of the treasury of the 
city or county for which he is appointed such salary as the 
council or other governing body of the city, or the board of 
supervisors of such county, may prescribe, in which latter event 
all such fees, when collected, shall be accounted for and paid 
by him into the treasury of said city or county, as the case may 
be, on or before the tenth day of each month. 

Sec. 4. Such special justice shall hold court at such times 
and in such places within his territorial jurisdiction as he shall 
from time to time designate ; but he may be allowed such vaca- 
tion period as the court appointing him may approve. Such 
appointing court, or the judge thereof in vacation, may, by 
proper order of record, appoint as a substitute justice of said 
juvenile and domestic relations court, a discreet and competent 
person, and may at any time revoke such appointment, and make 
a new appointment in like manner in the event of such revoca- 
tion, or of the resignation, death, absence or disability of such 
substitute justice. In the event of the inability of said special 
justice to perform the duties of his office by reason of sickness, 
absence, or otherwise, or of the impropriety of his acting, such 
substitute justice shall perform the duties and possess the pow- 
ers of said special justices during such period, and in the event 
of the resignation, death, removal, or permanent disability of 
the special justice, such substitute justice shall act until a suc- 
cessor has been appointed and has qualified. 

Sec. 5. The special justices appointed under the provis- 
ions of this act shall be conservators of the peace within the cor- 
porate limits of the cities or boundaries of the counties for 
which they are respectively appointed, and in the case of cities 
within one mile beyond the corporate limits of such cities ; and, 
except as hereinafter limited, the special justices of said cities 
shall have, within the corporate limits of their said cities, ex- 
clusive original jurisdiction, and, within the territory within 
one mile beyond said corporate limits, concurrent jurisdction 
with the special justices of the adjoining county or counties; 
and the special justices of said counties shall have within the 
boundaries of their respective counties exclusive original juris- 
diction, except as to that territory in which the special justices 
of cities have concurrent jurisdiction — over all eases, matters 
and proceedings involving — 
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(1) The disposition, custody or control of delinquent, de- 
pendent and neglected children; 

(2) The enforcement of any law, regulation or ordinance 
for the education, protection or care of children; 

(3) The prosecution and punishment of persons charged 
with ill treatment, abuse, abandonment or neglect of children, 
or with contributing to their delinquency or dependency .or neg- 
lect in any manner, or with any other offenses against children 
under the age of eighteen years except murder and manslaugh- 
ter; provided, however, that in prosecutions for felonies other 
than murder, manslaughter and rape, the jurisdiction of said 
special justice shall be limited to that of an examining magis- 
trate; 

(4) All offenses, except murder, manslaughter and rape, 
committed by one member of a family against another member 
of said family, and the trial of all criminal warrants in which 
one member of a family is complainant against another mem- 
ber of said family ; provided, however, that in prosecutions for 
felonies other than murder, manslaughter and rape, the juris- 
diction of said special justice shall be limited to that of an exam- 
ining magistrate. The word "family" as used herein shall be 
construed to include husband and wife, parent and child, brother 
and sister, grandparent and grandchild; 

(5) The prosecution and punishment of persons, male or 
female, who knowingly contribute in any way to the disruption 
of marital relations or of a home. 

Said special justice shall, in all such cases, possess the ju- 
risdiction and exercise all the powers conferred upon justices of 
the peace and police justices by the laws of this State, and he 
shall have such other powers and jurisdictions as may be law- 
fully conferred upon him. He shall have the same powers with 
respect to the amendment or issuance of warrants as are con- 
ferred on courts and judges by the provisions of section forty- 
nine hundred and eighty-nine of the Code of Virginia, 

This act shall be construed liberally, and as remedial in 
character; and the powers hereby conferred are intended to be 
general to effect and beneficial purposes herein set forth. It is 
the intention of this act that in all proceedings concerning the 
disposition, custody or control of children coming within the 
provisions hereof, the court shall proceed upon the theory that 
the welfare of the child is the paramount concern of the State, 
and to the end that this humane purpose may be attained, said 
justices shall possess all necessary and incidental powers and 
authority, whether legal or equitable in their nature. 
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From the hearing or trial of all cases, matters or proceed- 
ings under the provisions of this chapter, there shall be excluded 
all persons, except officers of the court, attorneys and witnesses 
in the case, and the accused, his relatives or his guardian or 
custodian. Any hearing or trial may be had in chambers. 

Sec. 6. Contempt of court. — The said special justices shall 
have the same powers in matters of contempt as are conferred 
on courts and judges by the general law, but in no case shall 
the fine exceed fifty dollars and imprisonment exceed ten days 
for the same contempt. Prom any such fine or sentence, an ap- 
peal shall be allowed as appeals are allowed from such justices 
in other cases affecting adults, and the proceedings in such ap- 
peals shall conform in all other respects to the provisions of sec- 
tion forty-five hundred and twenty-three of the Code of Virginia. 

Sec. 7. The council or other governing body of each city 
and the board of supervisors of each county may provide suit- 
able office space for said special justice, and may furnish neces- 
sary furniture, filing cabinets, dockets, books, stationery, et 
cetera. 

Said special justices shall use such forms and books of rec- 
ord as may be prescribed or provided by the State Board of Pub- 
lic Welfare. The records of such court shall be under the con- 
trol of said special justice, and shall not be removed or exam- 
ined by any person without his consent, except by persons au- 
thorized by law to make such examination. 

Sec. 8. The special justice may, in his discretion, call upon 
the Commonwealth's attorney or the clerk of the circuit court 
of his city or county to assist him in any proceeding under this 
act, and it shall be the duty of such Commonwealth's attorney 
and clerk to render such assistance when so requested, and said 
Commonwealth's attorney shall represent the State in all cases 
appealed from said juvenile and domestic relations court to other 
courts; and the sheriffs and the constables of the counties of 
this State and the police officers and sergeants of the cities shall 
serve all papers directed by said special justice to be served by 
them ; but any paper, summons or process issued by said special 
justice may be served by any person designated by said special 
justice for that purpose. 

Sec. 9. The traveling expenses of such special justice in- 
curred in the discharge of his duties and the traveling expenses 
incurred by a probation officer of said city or county, when 
traveling under the order of said special justice, shall, after 
being approved by the judge of the circuit court of such city or 
county, be paid by State auditor of public accounts out of the 
criminal accounts fund provided for such purpose. 
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Sec. 10. From any final order or judgment of conviction 
of said juvenile and domestic relations court affecting the rights 
or interests of any person over the age of eighteen years coming 
within its jurisdiction, an appeal may be taken by the person 
aggrieved to the corporation or hustings court of such city or 
circuit court of the county within ten days ; and provided fur- 
ther that, in any case, said justice may grant a rehearing within 
thirty days upon good cause shown after due notice to interested 
parties. 

Upon the rendition of final judgment upon an appeal from 
said juvenile and domestic relations court, said appellate court shall 
cause to be filed with said juvenile and domestic relations court a 
copy of its judgment which shall thereupon become the judgment 
of said juvenile and domestic relations court. Ip the event such ap- 
pellate court does not dismiss said proceedings or discharge said 
child or adult person, said appellate court may, in its discretion, 
remand said child or adult person to the jurisdiction of the said 
juvenile and domestic relations court for its supervision and 
care, under the terms of its said order or judgment, and there- 
after said child or adult person shall be and remain under the 
jurisdiction of said juvenile and domestic relations court in the 
same manner as if said court had rendered said judgment in 
the first instance. 

Sec. 11. Every special justice appointed under the pro- 
visions of this act shall enter upon the discharge of his duties 
the first day of January next succeeding his appointment, or on 
the date specified by the court making such appointment. 

Sec 12. In the event that the council or other governing 
body of any city of twenty-five thousand inhabitants or more, 
and the board of supervisors of any adjoining county shall, by 
ordinance, resolution, or by-law, signify their desire to unite in 
the establishment of a juvenile and domestic relations court with 
jurisdiction over said city and said county or any district or 
districts thereof, the circuit court of such county shall there- 
upon appoint as special justice of said county or special dis- 
trict or districts thereof, a person nominated by the council or 
other governing body of said city, who shall thereupon exercise 
jurisdiction under the provisions of this act within the boun- 
daries of said city and said county or the specified district or 
districts thereof. 

Sec. 13. In the event that any city and county or counties, 
or part thereof, or any two or more counties shall unite in the 
establishment of a juvenile and domestic relations court, as pro- 
vided by law, the expense of operation and maintenance of such 
court and of caring for the wards of such court shall be jointly 
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borne in proportion to their respective populations or as may 
be agreed upon by the constituted authorities of the respective 
cities and counties. 



CODE OF VIRGINIA. 

Sec. 1923. Causing or encouraging children under eigh- 
teen years of age to commit misdemeanors, etc. — Any person 
over eighteen years of age who shall cause or encourage any 
child under the age of eighteen years to commit any misdemea- 
nor, or who shall send or cause any such child to go into any 
place for an unlawful purpose, or who shall in any way subject 
any such child to vicious or immoral influences, or who shall 
induce, cause, encourage or contribute toward the dependency, 
neglect or delinquency of any such child, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be subject to a 
fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or imprisonment in 
jail for a period of not more than one year, or both. This sec- 
tion shall not be construed as repealing or modifying or in any 
way affecting sections 4410, 4411, 4414, 4548 and 4764 of the 
Code of Virginia. (Acts of 1920, page 269.) 



CODE OF VIRGINIA. 

Sec. 1924. Corporal punishment of minors under sixteen 
years of age. — When any minor under sixteen years of age is 
convicted of a misdemeanor, the justice or judge before whom 
such conviction is had may, in lieu of the punishment otherwise 
provided by law, permit the parent or guardian of such infant, 
or some other person to be selected by him, to administer to 
such minor such corporal punishment as, in the opinion of the 
justice or judge, shall seem adequate; and the justice or judge 
may designate some suitable person to see such punishment ad- 
ministered. 



CHAPTER 82, ACTS OF 1918. 
Approved February 28, 1918. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
section thirty-six hundred and eighty of the Code of Virginia, 
as heretofore amended and re-enacted, be amended and re-en- 
acted so as to read as follows : 
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Sec. 3680. Rape, carnal knowledge of a child under fifteen 
years of age, of a lunatic, or a pupil in. any deaf, dumb, or blind 
institution; how punished. — If any person carnally know a fe- 
male at fifteen years or more of age, against her will, by force, 
or carnally know a female child under that age or a female in- 
mate of any hospital for the insane, who has been adjudged a 
lunatic, or any female who is an inmate of a deaf, dumb or blind 
institution, who is a pupil therein, he shall, in the discretion of 
the jury, be punished with death or confinement in the peniten- 
tiary not less than five nor more than twenty years. But, if 
such female child be over the age of fourteen years and not an 
inmate of such hospital for the insane or institution, and con- 
sents to the carnal knowledge, the punishment shall be confine- 
ment in the penitentiary not less than five nor more than twenty 
years. If the carnal knowledge be with the consent of a female 
between the ages of fourteen and fifteen years, and the female 
be not an inmate of such hospital for the insane or of such in- 
stitution, the subsequent marriage of the parties, with the writ- 
ten consent of both the parents, if living, or the living parent or 
guardian of the female, may be pleaded in bar of a prosecution 
for the offense. 



CODE OF VIRGINIA. 

Sec, 4409. Illegal seizure of a child; how punished. — If 
any person, other than the father or mother of a child, illegally 
seize, take, or secrete a child from the person having lawful 
charge of such child, he shall be confined in the penitentiary not 
less than two nor more than five years, or, in the discretion of 
the jury, in jail not exceeding one year, and be fined not exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars. 



CHAPTER 484, ACTS OF 1922. 

> amend and re-enact an act entitled "an act making it a misde- 

ior for a husband to desert or neglect his wife or for a parent 

to desert or neglect his children; prescribing the penalty therefor, and 
making provision for the apprehension and punishment of persons 
charged with or convicted of non-support; providing for the taking 
of recognizance, and for the forfeiture and enforcement of the same; 

Sroviding for the appointment of probation officers, prescribing their 
uties and powers, and repealing certain acts," approved March 27, 
1918. 
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1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
an act entitled "an act making it a misdemeanor for a husband 
to desert or neglect his wife, or for a parent to desert or neglect 
his children; prescribing the penalty therefor, and making pro- 
visions for the apprehension and punishment of persons charged 
with or convicted of non-support; providing for the taking or 
recognizances, and for the forfeiture and enforcement of the 
same ; providing for the appointment of probation officers, pre- 
scribing their duties and powers, and repealing certain acts," 
approved March twenty-seventh, nineteen hundred and eight- 
een, be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Section 1. Any husband who shall, without just cause, de- 
sert or willfully neglect or refuse or fail to provide for the sup- 
port and maintenance of his wife, and any parent who shall 
desert or willfully neglect or refuse or fail to provide for the 
support and maintenance of his or her male child under the age 
of sixteen years, female child under the age of seventeen years, 
or child of either spx of whatever age who is crippled or other- 
wise incapacitated for earning a living (such wife, child or chil- 
dren being then and there in destitute or necessitous circum- 
stances), shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
thereof shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding five hundred 
dollars, or in the case of. a husband or father, be sentenced to 
the State convict road force at hard labor for a period of not 
k'ss than ninety days or more than twelve months, or both; or 
in lieu of such fine being imposed, he or she may be required to 
suffer a forfeiture of an amount not exceeding the sum of five 
hundred dollars, and said fine or forfeiture may be directed by 
the court to be paid in whole or in part to the wife or to the 
guardian, curator, custodian or trustee of the said minor child 
or children, or to some discreet person or responsible organi- 
zation designated by the court to receive the same. 

In the event that the cities or counties of this State or any 
of them shall establish workhouses, city farms, or work-squads 
on which prisoners are put to work, persons convicted of non- 
support under the provisions of this act may be committed to 
said farms, workhouses or work-squads, instead of to the con- 
vict road force. Persons sentenced to the State convict road 
force or to a workhouse or city farm, under the provisions of 
this act, shall, when released therefrom, be returned to the court 
or justice having exercised original jurisdiction in the case, and 
by said court or justice be placed on probation upon the terms 
and conditions and in the manner hereinafter prescribed for 
the probation of original offenders. 
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It shall be the duty of the board of supervisors of the county, 
or of the council or other governing body of the city, within the 
boundaries of which any work is performed under the provisions 
of this act, to allow and order payment, at the end of each cal- 
endar month, out of the current funds of said county or city, 
to the court which originally sentenced such prisoner for the 
support of the wife of such prisoner a sum not less than fifty 
cents nor more than one dollar for each day's work performed 
by such prisoner, and twenty-five cents per day additional for. 
each child coming within the provisions of this act, but in no 
event shall the amount paid to such wife and children exceed 
one dollar and seventy-five cents per day. In the event that no 
wife is included in the order of support, payments hereunder for 
the support of a child or children of such prisoner shall be made 
to the said court at the rate of not less than fifty cents nor more 
than one dollar for the first child, and twenty-five cents for 
each additional child, provided that the total amount so paid 
shall not exceed one dollar and seventy-five cents per day. 

If, however, such prisoner shall be employed on the State 
convict road force or other public work of the State, the sum 
or sums provided for above shall be paid by the State Highway 
Commissioner out of the funds provided for the construction and 
maintenance of the public roads or other public work, as the case 
may be. 

Sec. 2. Proceedings under this act may be instituted upon 
petition verified by oath or affirmation, filed by the wife or child, 
or by any probation officer upon information received, or by 
any other person having knowledge of the facts, which said pe- 
tition shall set forth the facts and circumstances of the case. 
Upon the filing of said petition, the court, or the judge thereof 
in vacation, may cause an investigation of said case to be made 
by a probation officer or other person designated for that pur- 
pose, who shall report thereon to the court, and the court may, 
after considering said report and hearing the complainant, in 
its discretion, dismiss said petition or cause the husband or 
father, as the case may be, to be brought before it by summons 
or warrant issued by said court, and the court shall thereupon 
proceed to hear and determine said case on its merits. Or if 
no such investigation be ordered by the court, it shall forthwith 
issue its summons or warrant against the husband or father, 
and upon the execution thereof shall proceed as above. If the 
person summoned as herein provided fails, without reasonable 
cause, to appear as therein directed, he may be proceeded against 
as for contempt of court, and the court may proceed with the 
trial of the case in his absence and render such judgment as to 
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it may seem right and proper, or it may continue the case to 
some future date; provided, that if the trial be proceeded with 
in the absence of the defendant and judgment of conviction be 
entered against him, he may, within thirty days after such judg- 
ment of conviction is rendered, make application to the court to 
have said case reopened, and after due notice to the original 
complainant, for good- cause, the court may reopen said case 
and enter such judgment or order as may be right and proper. 
.Except as hereinafter provided, no warrant of arrest shall is- 
sue against any person coming within the terms of this act, but 
all proceedings shall be instituted upon petition, as aforesaid; 
provided, however, that upon affidavit of the wife or other per- 
son that there is reasonable cause to believe that the husband 
or father is about to leave the jurisdiction of the court with 
intent to desert said wife, child or children, any justice of the 
peace of said city or county may issue his warrant for such 
person returnable before such court. 

It shall be the duty of the chief of police, sheriff, or proba- 
tion officer in any city, town or county of this State when, in his 
opinion, a person in his jurisdiction is guilty of failure to sup- 
port his family, to bring such person before the court. 

Sec. 3. Proceedings under this act shall be had in the cir- 
cuit court of the counties, and before the police justices or cor- 
poration court of the cities ; provided, however, that in cities and 
counties where such court shall be established, the juvenile and 
domestic relations court shall have exclusive original jurisdic- 
tion in all cases arising under this act. The person accused shall 
have the same right of appeal as provided by law in other sim- 
ilar cases ; provided, however, that any order of court requiring 
support of wife or children shall remain in full force and effect 
until reversed or modified by judgment of a superior court, and 
in such interim, said order shall be enforcible by the court en- 
tering same, and said court may punish for violation of such 
order as for contempt. After a judgment of conviction and en- 
try of order of support from which no appeal is taken, the hear- 
ing in the appellate court on an appeal from any subsequent or- 
der, modification or amendment shall be restricted to the par- 
ticular matter or order appealed from. 

The justice and the ministerial officers acting under this 
act, shall be entitled to same fees as are now or shall hereafter 
be allowed in misdemeanor cases. 

Sec. 4. At any time before the trial, upon motion of the 
complainant, with notice to the defendant, the court may enter 
such temporary order as may seem just, providing for the sup- 
port of the neglected wife or children, or both, pendent lite, and 
may punish for violation of such order as for contempt. 
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Sec. 5. Before the trial, with the consent of the defendant, 
or at the trial on entry of a plea of guilty, or after conviction, 
instead of imposing the penalties hereinbefore provided, or in 
addition thereto, the judge or justice, in his discretion, having 
regard to the circumstances of the case and to the financial 
ability of earning capacity of the defendant, shall have the power 
to make an order, directing the defendant to pay a certain sum 
or a certain percentage of his earnings periodically, either di- 
rectly or through the court or a- probation officer, to the wife 
or to the guardian, curator or custodian of the said minor child 
or children, or to an organization or individual designated by 
the court as trustee, and to suspend sentence and release the 
defendant from custody on probation, upon his or her entering 
into a recognizance with or without surety, in such sum as the 
court may order and approve. The condition of the recognizance 
shall be such that if the defendant shall make his or her personal 
appearance in court upon such date as may be specified by the 
court, or whenever, in the meantime, he or she may be ordered 
so to do, and shall further comply with the terms of such order, 
or any subsequent modification or amendment thereof, then such 
recognizance shall be void, otherwise in full force and effect. 
Any order of support or amendment thereof entered under the 
provisions of this act shall remain in full force and effect until 
annulled by the court of original jurisdiction, or the court to 
which an appeal may be taken; provided, however, that such 
order of support or terms of probation shall be subject to change 
or modification by the court from time to time as circumstances 
may require, but no such change or modification shall effect or 
relieve the surety of his obligation under such recognizance, 
provided notice thereof be forthwith given to such surety. 

Whenever the accused is outside the territorial jurisdiction 
of the court, instead of requiring his or her arrest and personal 
appearance before the court, the court may allow the accused to 
accept service of the process or warrant and enter a written 
plea of guilty. The court may thereupon proceed as if the ac- 
cused were present, and enter such order of support as may be 
just and proper, requiring the accused to enter into the recogni- 
zance hereinbefore mentioned. For the purpose of this act, 
the court may authorize the entering into of such recognizance 
outside the territorial jurisdiction of the court before such of- 
ficial of the place where the accused or his surety may be and 
under such conditions and subject to such stipulations and re- 
quirements as the court may direct and approve. The provisions 
of this act as to the entering into of recognizances outside the 



ntrod vGoO^lc 



66^ State Board of Public Welfare. 

territorial jurisdiction of the eourt shall likewise apply to any 
renewal of any recognizance heretofore or hereafter entered 
into in any desertion and non-support case. 

In cities having population of fifty thousand or more, on 
all payments made through the court or probation officer, the 
court may charge the defendant for collecting and disbursing 
the sarnie, a fee of not more than five per centum of the amounts 
so paid, which said collection fee shall be in addition to the 
regular payments made in pursuance of said order of support. 
The court or justice shall monthly account for and pay into the 
treasury of the city or county all fees so collected. 

The authority of the court to suspend sentences hereunder 
may be exercised at any time after conviction and before the 
completion of the sentence, and as often as the court may deem 
advisable and to the best interests of the parties, provided that 
such period or periods of time as may be actually served by the 
defendant either on the roads or while in jail awaiting transfer 
to the roads, shall be allowed against and deducted from the 
original sentence. 

Any person sentenced hereunder who, after the completion 
of such sentence, shall continue in his failure, without just cause, 
adequately to support his wife or children, as the case may be, 
may again be sentenced, as for a new offense, in the same man- 
ner and under like conditions as herein provided, and so on from 
time to time, as often as such failure or failures shall occur. 

Sec. 6. If at any time the court may be satisfied by infor- 
mation and due proof that the defendant has violated the terms 
of such order, it may forthwith proceed with the trial of the 
defendant under the original charge, or sentence him or her, 
under the original conviction, or annul suspension of sentence, 
and enforce such setnence, or in its discretion may extend or 
renew the terms of probation, as the case may be. Upon due 
proof that the terms of said order have been violated, the court 
shall in any event have the power to declare the recognizance 
forfeited, the sum or sums thereon to be paid, in the discretion 
of the court, in whole or in part to the defendant's wife, or to 
the guardian, curator, custodian or trustee of the said minor 
child or children, or to an organization or individual designated 
by the court to receive the same. 

Sec 7. The proof of. desertion or of neglect of wife, child 
or children by any person shall be prima facie evidence that 
such desertion or neglect is willful; and proof that a per- 
son has left his wife, or his or her child or children in des- 
titute or necessitous circumstances, or has contributed nothing 
to their support for a period of thirty days prior or subse- 
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quent either or both to his departure, shall constitute prima facie 
evidence of an intention to abandon the said family. In every 
prosecution under this act, both husband and wife shall be com- 
petent witnesses to testify against each other in all relevant 
matters, including the facts of such marriage; provided that 
neither shall be compelled to give evidence incriminating him- 
self or herself. 

Sec. 8. Any offense under this act shall be held to have 
been committed in any county or city in which such wife, child 
or children may be at the time of desertion, or in which such 
child or children may be or remain, with the knowledge and 
acquiescence of the accused, in destitute or necessitous condi- 
tion, or where the accused shall be found in this State. When 
ever the judge or justice within whose jurisdiction such offense 
is alleged to have been committed shall, after an investigation 
of the fact and circumstances thereof, certify that, in his opin- 
ion, the charge is well founded and the case a proper one for 
extradition, or in any case if the cost of extradition is borne 
by the parties interested in the case, the person charged with 
having left the State with the intention of evading the terms 
of his or her probation or of abandoning or deserting his wife, 
or his or her child or children, or failing to support them, shall 
be apprehended and brought back to the county or city having 
jurisdiction of the case in accordance with the law providing for 
the apprehension and return to the State of fugitives from jus- 
tice, and upon conviction punished as hereinabove provided. 

Sec 9. For the purposes of more fully carrying into effect 
the provisions of this act, probation officers may be appointed 
as provided by chapter three hundred and fifty of the Acts of 
General Assembly of Virginia of nineteen hundred and eigh- 
teen, or as may be hereafter provided by law. 

Sec 10. The said probation officers shall ascertain the 
name and address and such facts in relation to the antecedent 
history and environment of the person or persons committed to 
his charge as may enable him to determine what corrective 
measures will be proper in the case, and shall exercise constant 
supervision over the conduct of such person or persons, and his 
or her family and make report to the judge or justice whenever 
he shall deem necessary to be required so to do, and he shall use 
every effort to encourage and stimulate such person to a refor- 
mation and to effect a reconciliation between the estranged 
couples. Whenever said chief of police, sheriff or probation 
officer shall become satisfied that such person is violating the 
directions, rules or regulations given or prescribed by the judge 
or justice, as the case may be, for his or her conduct, the said 
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chief of police, sheriff or probation officer shall have authority 
to arrest such person after a proper capias or warrant has been 
issued for such person, and forthwith carry him before the court 
or justice, before whom he or she was first brought, and said 
court or justice may thereupon proceed as hereinbefore pro- 
vided. 

Sec. 11. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this 
act are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 483, ACTS OP 1922. 



1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
section fifty-three hundred and thirty-three of the Code of Vir- 
ginia, as amended by an act approved March nineteenth, nine- 
teen hundred and twenty, be amended and re-enacted so as to 
read as follows : 

Sec. 5333. Adoption of minor children by adult persons. — 
A resident of this State who is not married, or a husband and 
wife (residents of this State) jointly, may petition the circuit 
or corporation court of a city, or the circuit court of a county, 
in which city or county they reside, for leave to adopt a minor 
child not theirs by birth, and for a change of the name of such 
child ; but a written consent, duly acknowledged, must be given 
to such adoption by the child, if of the age of fourteen years or 
over, and by each of his or her known living parents who is 
not hopelessly insane or otherwise incapacitated from giving 
such consent, or who is not habitually addicted to the use of 
drugs or of intoxicating liquors, or has not abandoned such child, 
or has not lost custody of the child through the order of a court; 
or if the parents are disqualified, as aforesaid, then by the legal 
guardian, or if there be no such guardian, then by a discreet and 
suitable person appointed by the court to act in the proceedings 
as the next friend of such child ; but if such parents or guardian 
join in said petition it shall be deemed such consent in writing. 

Upon the filing of said petition, the court shall direct a pro- 
bation officer or other officer of the court, or an agent of the 
State or county or city board of public welfare, or some other 
discreet and competent person, to make a careful and thorough 
investigation of the matter and report his findings in writing 
to said court. The person so directed to make such investigar 
tion shall make inquiry, among other things, as to — 



ntrod vGoO^lc 



Juvenile and Welfare Laws. 



(1) Why the natural parents, if living, desire to be relieved 
of the care, support and guardianship of such child; 

(2) Whether the natural parents have abandoned such child 
or are morally unfit to have its custody ; 

(3) Whether the proposed foster-parent or parents is or 
are financially able and morally fit to have the care, supervision 
and training of such child ; 

(4) The physical and mental condition of such child. For 
this purpose, said investigator may secure the opinion of a rep- 
utable physician or competent mental examiner. 

If the court is satisfied that the natural parents have just 
cause for desiring to be relieved of the care, support and guard- 
ianship of said child, or have abandoned the child, or are morally 
unfit to retain its custody; that the petitioning foster-parent or 
parents is or are financially able and morally fit to have the 
care, supervision and training of such child ; that said child is 
suitable for adoption in a private family home, and that such 
change of name and guardianship is for the best interests of 
said child, it shall make an interlocutory order setting forth the 
facts and declaring that from the date of the final order of 
adoption in such case, if such final order be afterwards entered, 
as hereinafter provided, such child, to all legal intents and pur- 
poses, will be the child of the petitioner or petitioners and that 
its name may be thereby changed. Such final order of adoption 
shall not be granted until the child shall have lived for one year 
in the proposed home and shall have been visited during the 
said period at least once in every three months by a probation 
officer, an agent of the State or county or city board of public 
welfare or other person designated by the court for the pur- 
pose. At any time before the entry of such final order of adop- 
tion, the court may revoke its interlocutory order for good cause, 
either of its own motion or on the motion of the natural parent 
or parents of such child, the original petitioner or petitioners or 
the child itself by its next friend ; but no such revocation shall 
be entered unless ten days' notice in writing shall have been 
given to the original petitioner or petitioners (unless he or they 
make the motion), or have removed from the State, nor unless 
the original petitioner or petitioners, if residents of the State, 
shall have been given an opportunity to be heard. 

Upon the entry of such final order of adoption, the judge 
or the clerk of the court shall notify the State Board of Public 
Welfare and the county or city board of public welfare, if there 
be one, of the action taken, giving the names and addresses of 
the natural parents, if known, or of the child's next of kin, the 
age and the name of such child both before and after adoption, 
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and the names and addresses of the foster-parents. Said boards 
of public welfare shall likewise be notified of any subsequent 
modification or revocation of such order of adoption. 

The natural parents shall, by such final order of adoption, 
be divested of all legal rights and obligations in respect to the 
child, and the child shall be free from all legal obligations of 
obedience and maintenance in respect to them ; such child shall, 
from and after the entry of the interlocutory order herein pro- 
vided for, be, to all intents and purposes, the child and heir at 
law of the person so adopting him or her, unless and until such 
order is subsequently revoked, entitled to all the rights and priv- 
ileges and subject to all the obligations of a child of such person 
begotten in lawful wedlock; but on the decease of such person 
and the subsequent decease of such adopted child without issue, 
the property of such adopting parent still undisposed of shall 
descend to his or her next of kin, and not to the next of kin of 
such adopted child. 

At any time after the final order of the court permitting 
such adoption and change of name, the parent or parents of 
such minor child, the State Board of Public Welfare, or the 
child itself, if twenty-one years of age, and if not twenty-one 
years of age, then the child by its next friend or the adopting 
parent or parents, may petition the court which entered such 
order of adoption to vacate the same and terminate the adoption 
and restore the former name. And the court shall hear evidence 
for and against such petition, and if from such evidence it ap- 
pears that a termination of such adoption and restoration of 
name is manifestly right and proper, and especially if it be for 
the best interests of the child, the court shall vacate said final 
order of adoption and change of name, and thereupon such child 
shall be restored to the position and name which it held before 
such final order of adoption. But before the court acts upon 
such petition, ten days' notice in writing shall be given to the 
person or persons who had been permitted to adopt said child, if 
then residents of the State; and if said petition be filed by the next 
friend of said child, or by its parent or parents, and said child 
be over fourteen years of age, the court shall require said child 
to appear before it and ascertain its wishes in the matter, though 
the court need not be controlled thereby. 

And the court shall see that all the property rights of such 
child, as well as of the person or persons adopting it, are pro- 
tected, and may make such order as may be proper in the prem- 
ises so that no injustice may be done. 
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Sec. 5327. Where husband and wife live in state of sep- 
aration, court may award custody of minor child to mother. — 
When any husband and wife shall live in a state of separation, 
without being divorced, and shall have a minor child or children 
of the marriage, the circuit court of the county, or the circuit 
or corporation court of the corporation, in which such child or 
children may be, or the judge thereof in vacation, may, in the 
discretion of such court or judge, upon the petition of the 
mother, award to her the custody and control of such child or 
children for such time, under such regulations and restrictions, 
and with such provisions and directions, as the case may require, 
and will best promote the welfare of such child or children ; and 
such court or judge, in the enforcement of its orders, may direct 
its officer to take possession of such child or children and dis- 
pose of them as it may direct. 

Note.- — The father is the natural guardian of his infant children, and 
has paramount right to their custody, but the right to the custody of his 
children is not like the right of property — an absolute and unconditional 
right. In controversies between parents over the custody of the children, 
the paramount consideration is the welfare of the children, and wide dis- 
cretion rests with the court as to what is best for their welfare. 

The father is the legal guardian of the minor children, and they will 
not be taken from his custody without the strongest reasons therefor; and 
his right is not affected by the voluntary separation of the parties. As to 
custody of children in case of divorce, see section 5111. 

Sec. 5328. Where child in custody of father, court may 
make order for access of mother to child. — Such court, or judge 
thereof in vacation, upon the petition of the mother of such 
minor child or children, being in the sole custody of the father, 
or of any one by his authority, or of any guardian of such child 
or children, the father being dead, may make an order or orders 
for the access of the mother to such minor child or children, at 
such times and subject to such regulations and restrictions as 
may be just and proper. 

Sec. 5329. Notice to be given of aqyplication by mother; 
court may afterivards modify or annul order. — No such order 
or orders, touching. the custody of such child or children or the 
access of the mother thereto, shall be made, except upon reason- 
able notice to the father, or other person having the custody of 
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such child or children ; and at any time after making such order 
or orders, the court or judge thereof in vacation, may, for good 
cause shown, vary, modify or annul the same. 

CHAPTER 284, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to prohibit the selling of children; to protect children from willful 
or negligent injuries; and to prevent children from being overworked, 
tortured, tormented, mutilated, or cruelly beaten or cruelly treated, 

1, Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
it shall be unlawful for any person employing or having the cus- 
tody of any child willfully or negligently to cause or permit the 
life of such child to be endangered or the health of such child 
to be injured, or willfully or negligently to cause or permit such 
child to be placed in a situation that its life or health, or morals 
may be endangered, or to cause or permit such child to be over- 
worked, tortured, tormented, mutilated, or cruelly beaten or 
cruelly treated. Any person violating this act shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 



CHAPTER 417, ACTS OF 1922. 
An act to amend and re-enact section 4695 of the Code of Virginia. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
section forty-six hundred and ninety-five of the Code of Vir- 
ginia be amended and re-enacted so as to read as follows : 

Sec. 4695. Furnishing cigarettes or tobacco in any form, 
or pistols, et cetera, to minors. — If any person sell, barter, give, 
or furnish, or cause to be sold, bartered, given or furnished to 
any minor under eighteen years of age a pistol or dirk or bowie 
knife, having good cause to believe him or her to be a minor 
under eighteen years of age, or if any person sell, barter, give 
or furnish, or cause to be sold, bartered, given or furnished to 
any minor under sixteen years of age, cigarettes or tobacco of 
any form, having good cause to believe him or her to be a minor 
under sixteen years of age, the said person shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and be fined not less than two dollars and a half 
nor more than one hundred dollars. 
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Sec. 4549. Publishing, selling, distributing, etc., obscene 
books; how punished. — If any person import, print, publish, sell 
or distribute any book or other thing containing obscene lan- 
guage, or any print, picture, figure, or description, manifestly 
tending to corrupt the morals of youth; or introduce into any 
family or place of education, or buy or have in his possession, 
any such thing for the purpose of sale, exhibition, or circulation, 
or with intent to introduce it into any family or place of educa- 
tion, he shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 



CHAPTER 324, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to require persona sixteen years of age or over, of sufficient earn- 
ing capacity or income, to support their parents who are in destitute 
or necessitous circumstances; and to repeal an act entitled "an act to 
require able-bodied persons over sixteen years of age to support their 
parents in cities of one hundred thousand inhabitants or more," ap- 
proved March 19, 1920. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, as 
follows : 

Section 1. In all cities of the first class it shall be the duty 
of all persons sixteen years of age or over, of sufficient earning 
capacity or income, to provide or assist in providing for the sup- 
port and maintenance of his or her mother or aged or infirm 
father, he or she being then and there in destitute or necessitous 
circumstances. 

Sec. 2. In cities where such courts have been or shall be 
established, the juvenile and domestic relations court shall have 
exclusive original jurisdiction in all cases arising under this act. 
And in all other cities of the first class, the police justice or the 
civil and police justice, as the case may be, shall have concurrent 
original jurisdiction with the corporation or hustings court of 
such cities in all cases arising under this act. The person ac- 
cused shall have the same right of appeal as provided by law 
in other cases. 

Sec. 3. All proceedings under this act shall conform as 
nearly as possible to the proceedings under chapter eighty of 
the Code of Virginia, and the provisions of that chapter shall 
apply to cases arising under this act in like manner as though 
they were incorporated herein. Prosecutions under this act shall 
be in the jurisdiction where the defendant resides. 
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Sec. 4. Any person violating the provisions of this act 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall 
be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or im- 
prisonment in jail for a period not exceeding twelve months, or 
both. 

2. An act entitled "an act to require able-bodied persona 
over sixteen years of age to support their parents in cities of 
one hundred thousand inhabitants or more," approved March 
nineteenth, nineteen hundred and twenty, is hereby repealed; 
provided that this act shall not apply to any known persons who 
contribute to the support of their family. 



CHAPTER 82, CODE OF VIRGINIA, 1919. 
Industrial Schools. 

Under acts adopted by the General Assembly of 1920, Laurel Industrial 
School, the Industrial Home School for Wayward Colored Girls and the 
Negro Reformatory became State institutions, and the names are changed 
as follows: 

(See pages 63, 64, 515, Acts of 1920.) 

Laurel Industrial School, now Virginia Industrial School for Boys. 

Industrial Home School for Wayward Colored Girls, now Virginia 
Industrial School for Colored Girls. 

Negro Reformatory, now the Virginia Manual Labor School for Colored 
Boys. 

The reformatory for white girls, the Virginia Home and Industrial 
School for Girls, became a State institution under Chapter 170, Acts of 1914. 

Sec. 1954. Commitment of minors; their custody; compen- 
sation for, and expenses of, such custody; discharge. — When 
ever any minor under the age of eighteen years, charged with 
any crime or with being a vagrant or a disorderly person, or 
incorrigible, is arrested or convicted, it shall be lawful for the 
court, judge, or justice causing the arrest, or before whom the 
conviction is had, with the consent of the Prison Association 
of Virginia,* to direct that the minor arrested or convicted, as 
the case may be, shall be committed! to the custody and control 
of said Prison Association of Virginia ; and the said association 
shall have the same power and authority over such minor as the 

'Now Virginia Industrial School for Boys. 

tREVisoa's Note. — Chapter 82 of the Code should be construed in con- 
nection with Acts of 1918-1922. Prison Association does not exist, Indus- 
trial School being transferred to State (Chap. 351, Acts 1918). All chil- 
dren declared delinquent by the courts, and unsuitable for probation, com- 
mitted direct to the State Board of Public Welfare (Chap. 105, Acts 1922). 
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proper authorities of the State penitentiary now have with re- 
gard to persons committed to it, and shall be entitled, upon the 
certificate of the judge of the Circuit Court of Henrico County, 
to the same compensation for caring for them which the jailors 
of the Commonwealth were entitled to, for the same number of 
persons, January first, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight; but 
no minor shall be committed to the custody and control of the 
said association before conviction without the consent of the 
parent or legal guardian of said minor, if any such there be. 

Sec. 1955. Age of commitment; sentence indeterminate; 
custody ends with minority; right of association to discharge 
minor; rearrest. — A minor may be committed to the custody of 
the Prison Association of Virginia up to the time such minor 
shall have attained the age of eighteen years, but not after, and 
in the order of commitment the committing court, judge, or 
justice shall state that he is satisfied from the evidence that such 
minor has not yet attained the age of eighteen years. All com- 
mitments of minors to the custody of said association shall be 
for an indeterminate period; but no person committed to said 
association shall be held or detained by it after attaining the 
age of twenty-one years. The said association shall have the 
right to grant to any minor committed to it an absolute dis- 
charge, or, a discharge conditioned upon good behavior, at any 
time when, in the judgment of the proper authorities of the said 
association, as designated by it, such absolute or conditional dis- 
charge would be to the best interests of the said minor or of the 
said association. The said association shall have the right to 
rearrest such minor and to hold or detain him in its custody 
if he shall violate any of the terms or conditions of his condi- 
tional discharge. 

Sec. 1956. Association to be notified when minor commit- 
ted to it and to send for minor; expenses; how paid. — It shall 
be the duty of every court, judge, or justice who shall commit 
any minor to the custody of the said Prison Association of Vir- 
ginia, first, to notify the association or its appropriate officer 
that said minor shall be so committed with the assent of said 
association, and if said association shall assent to said commit- 
ment, it shall become its duty to send a proper officer or guard 
to receive and take charge of said minor, who shall be regarded 
as in the legal custody of said association from the time of being 
delivered to such officer or guard; and the proper traveling or 
other expenses of such officer or guard and of such minor shall 
be allowed and paid by the auditor of public accounts, but the 
expenses of only one such officer or guard in each case shall be 
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so allowed and paid, unless upon the certificate of the president 
or other chief officer of said association, that more than one 
officer or guard was necessary, and the reasons therefor. 

Sec. 1957. To prevent escapes from the custody of the 
Prison Association of Virginia. — If any person induce or assist 
a minor in the custody of said Prison Association of Virginia 
to escape therefrom, or knowingly harbor such minor after such 
escape, such person shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars or by confinement in jail not exceeding six 
months, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

It shall be the duty of all officers throughout the Common- 
wealth having the power to arrest, including police officers in 
cities, to apprehend in their respective counties, towns and cities 
without process, and to deliver to the proper authorities of said 
Prison Association of Virginia any minor who may have escaped 
from its custody, or have violated, as above set forth, the terms 
and conditions of his conditional discharge. 

Sections forty-five hundred and five, forty-five hundred and 
six, forty-five hundred and seven, forty-five hundred and eight, 
forty-five hundred and nine, forty-five hundred and ten of this 
Code shall be construed to embrace and apply to minors in the 
custody of the Prison Association of Virginia, to the buildings 
of said association, and to the officers of its school and other 
institutions, as freely and to the same effect as said sections now 
embrace and apply to the prisons, prisoners, jails, jailors and 
other officers in said sections especially mentioned. 

Sec. 1958. Jurisdiction of proceedings to test the right of 
Prison Association to custody of minor. — Jurisdiction of all ha- 
beas corpus and other proceedings to test the right of said Prison 
Association of Virginia to retain custody of such minors as shall 
be committed or surrendered or received into its custody shall 
be had exclusively before the Circuit Court of the city of Rich- 
mond, or the judge thereof in vacation ; but in the absence of 
said judge from said city such proceedings shall be had before 
the Law and Equity Court of the city of Richmond, or the judge 
thereof in vacation. 

Sec. 1959. Pardoning power of Governor. — The Governor 
of the Commonwealth shall have the right and authority to par- 
don minors committed to the custody and control of the Prison 
Association of Virginia, and to release them from such custody 
and control. 

Sec. 1960. Charter of Prison Association continued in 
force. — The act entitled "an act to incorporate the Prison Asso- 
ciation of Virginia," approved March third, eighteen hundred 
and ninety, as amended and re-enacted by an act approved March 
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third, eighteen hundred and ninety-two, entitled "an act to 
amend and re-enact section three of an act entitled 'an act to 
incorporate the Prison Association of Virginia,' approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and ninety," is continued in force. 

(Revisoes' Note. — For an act to provide for the conveyance by the 
Prison Association of Virginia of the Laurel Industrial School, etc., to the 
Commonwealth. See Acts 1918, page 532.) 

Sec 1961. Acts concerning Negro Reformatory Associa- 
tion of Virginia continued in force. — The act entitled "an act in 
relation to the government of the Negro Reformatory Associa- 
tion of Virginia, and to the commitment, government, employ- 
ment and discharge of negro minors committed thereto, and 
providing compensation to be paid by the Commonwealth for 
caring for such minors," approved February 5, 1900 ; as amended 
and re-enacted by the act entitled "an act to amend and re-enact 
sections five and seven of an act entitled 'an act in relation to 
the government of the Negro Reformatory Association of Vir- 
ginia, and to the commitment, government, employment and dis- 
charge of negro minors committed thereto, and providing com- 
pensation to be paid by the Commonwealth, for the caring of 
such minors,' approved February fifth, nineteen hundred," ap- 
proved March fourteenth, nineteen hundred and eight; as fur- 
ther amended and re-enacted by the act entitled "an act to amend 
and re-enact section five of an act entitled 'an act in relation to 
the government of the Negro Reformatory Association of Vir- 
ginia, and to the commitment, government, employment and dis- 
charge of negro minors committed thereto, and providing com- 
pensation to be paid by the Commonwealth for the caring for 
such minors,' approved February fifth, nineteen hundred, as 
amended by an act approved March fourteenth, nineteen hun- 
dred and eight," approved February seventeenth, nineteen hun- 
dred and sixteen ; and the act entitled "an act to establish a pub- 
lic free school on the grounds of the Negro Reformatory Asso- 
ciation of Virginia in Hanover county, and to provide for the 
conduct and maintenance of the sairne," approved March fifteen, 
nineteen hundred and ten, are severally continued in force. 

Note. — In the opinion of the Attorney General, these acts apply to the 
Virginia Home and Industrial School for Girls and to the Virginia Indus- 
trial School for Colored Girls. 
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CHAPTER 295, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to protect reformative, corrective and disciplinary institutions in 
this State, authorized by taw to receive and hare control of minors, in 
the discharge of the duties imposed on them, and to protect minors 
committed to, or held in, such institutions; also prescribing: penalties 
for violations of this act 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
when ever any minor shall have been received into any reforma- 
tive, corrective, or disciplinary institution in this State, author- 
ized by law to receive and have control of such minor, to which 
it might have been lawfully committed by any court or justice 
of this State, or to which it may have been sent by the Board of 
Charities and Corrections, such minor shall be deemed to be law- 
fully in the custody of such institution, whether the commit- 
ment thereto was regular or not, and shall only be discharged 
therefrom by the proper authorities of such institution or by 
process of law. 

Sec. 2. Any person desiring to contest the right of such 
institution to the custody of such minor shall do so only by 
habeas corpus proceedings, which may be instituted either in 
the county or corporation from which the minor was taken or in 
the city of Richmond. Upon the hearing of such proceeding, 
the court may inquire into and determine the justice of the com-i 
mifcmcnt to such institution, but shall not discharge such minor 
merely because of defects in the proceedings leading to such 
commitment, or in the commitment itself; but if such defects 
appear, the court shall proceed to correct such defects, and shall 
determine the matter according to the very right thereof. 

Sec. 3. If any person shall trespass upon the premises or 
property of such institution, he shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more 
than one hundred dollars, or confined in jail not more than six 
months, or both. 

Sec. 4. If any person shall knowingly entice, abet or en- 
courage any minor in the custody of any such institution to 
escape therefrom; or, if after such minor shall have escaped 
therefrom, or be escaping therefrom, to continue such escape; 
or shall knowingly harbor or detain such minor, or knowingly 
furnish such minor with clothes, money or food, for the purpose 
of aiding such minor in making escape, without giving prompt 
notice thereof to the nearest justice of the peace, constable or 
police officer, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and 
upon conviction thereof shall be fined not more than five hundred 
dollars, or confined in jail not more than twelve months, or both. 
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Sec. 5. If any person, while such minor is an inmate or 
under the control of such institution, or knowing that such 
minor has escaped, or is escaping therefrom, shall have, or at- 
tempt to have, illicit sexual intercourse with such minor, or shall 
receive, harbor or detain such minor for the purpose of concu- 
binage or prostitution, or shall aid or assist any other person 
to do so, he may be deemed guilty of a felony, and, upon convic- 
tion thereof, may be confined in the penitentiary not less than 
one nor more than five years, or the jury may, in their discre- 
tion, impose a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or confine- 
ment in jail not exceeding twelve months, either or both. 



CHAPTER 39, ACTS OF 1922. 



1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
occupations known under the name of "occupational therapy," 
with part-time or whole-time services of one or more occupa- 
tional aides, may be provided in hospitals and other institutions, 
wholely or partially supported by the State, which care for chil- 
dren either physically or mentally disabled. 



CHAPTER 104, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to accept the provisions of an act of the Congress of the United 
States, approved November 28, 1921, entitled "an act for the promo- 
tion of the welfare and hygiene of maternity and infancy, and for 
other purposes." 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
the Commonwealth of Virginia hereby accepts the provisions 
of the act of the Congress of the United States, approved No- 
leteen hundred and twenty-one, entitled 
on of the welfare and hygiene of ma- 
for other purposes." 
d of Health is hereby directed to co- 
ild welfare division, with the Federal 
administration of the provisions of the 
d, and to do all things necessary to en- 
to receive all the benefits thereof: 
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3. The auditor of public accounts is hereby designated as 
the custodian of all funds allotted to the Commonwealth from 
appropriations made by Congress under or in pursuance of said 
act, and he shall receive and provide for the proper custody and 
disbursement of the same in accordance with law. 

4. The State board of health is hereby directed to submit, 
through its child welfare division, to the Federal children's bu- 
reau detailed plans for carrying out within the Commonwealth 
the provisions of the act of Congress aforesaid, which plans 
shall be subject to the approval of the Federal board of ma- 
ternity and infant hygiene; provided that the plans submitted 
shall provide that no official or agent or representative, in carry- 
ing out the provisions of this act, shall enter any home or take 
charge of any child over the objection of the parents, or either 
of them or of persons standing in loco parentis, or having cus- 
tody of such child. 

5. No official agent or representative of the State board of 
health, or its child welfare division, shall by virtue of this act 
have any right to enter any home over the objection of the 
owner thereof, or to take charge of any child over the objection 
of the parents or either of them, or of the person standing in 
loco parentis or having custody of such child. Nothing in this 
act shall be construed as limiting the power of a parent or guard- 
ian, or person standing in loco parentis to determine what treat- 
ment or correction shall be provided for child, or the agency or 
agencies to be employed for such purpose. 



CHAPTER 148, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to provide for the establishment of recreation centers and for the 
teaching of homecrafts. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
each county or city may, on the petition of twenty voters in an 
election district establish in that district one or more recreation 
centers as hereinafter described. 

2. Such recreation centers shall be established in a club- 
house or room provided for that purpose, or in the local school- 
house during the hours when the rooms are not in use for school 
purposes, and, when feasible, shall have grounds for outdoor 
amusements. Such a recreation center shall, as soon as prac- 
ticable, acquire furniture, books, musical instruments, art and 
writing materials, equipment for homecrafts, dramatic art, kin- 
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dcrgarten work, indoor and outdoor games and moving pictures; 
in the order in which the need for these arises. In the event that 
a local schoolhouse be used, it shall be upon such terms and con- 
ditions as may be prescribed by the local board of school trus- 
tees. 

3. In communities where no recreation center is estab- 
lished, the local board of public welfare may, on the request of 
twenty voters in a rural election district, provide amusements, 
and training and practice in homecrafts in the home, through 
craft clubs or other means by which groups may be brought to- 
gether. These crafts shall be traditional homecrafts, such as 
weaving, chair-caning, dyeing, carpentering, basketry, et cetera, 
and to provide interesting and productive occupations in the 
home, to revive the old homecrafts in this State, and are to be 
supplementary to, and not to interfere with, any vocational train- 
ing or domestic science training administered under the Smith- 
Hughes act or the Smith-Lever act, or any vocational training 
or domestic science training whatever already being given in 
the county. 

4. The administration of this act shall be under the local 
board of public welfare, and the direction of such recreation 
centers or of such home recreation shall be in the hands of the 
superintendent of public welfare, or, in the absence of the super- 
intendent of public welfare, of any person or persons who shall 
be appointed by the local board of public welfare. Such a per- 
son or persons may be local teachers or the home demonstration 
agent or some other responsible person, and the instruction may 
b.» given by some person in the community familiar with such 
crafts under their direction. 



CHAPTER 427, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to require commitment to the State Board of Charities and Cor- 
rections of certain misdemeanants on indeterminate sentences; and to 
provide what disposition said board may make of such persons. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
any female convicted, by any court or justice in this State, of 
prostitution, or being a keeper or inmate or frequenter of a 
house of ill fame, prostitution or assignation, or for soliciting 
for immoral purposes, or associating with or consorting with 
persons of ill repute or contributary delinquency or dependency 
may be committed to the State Board of Public Welfare for an 
indeterminate period of not less than three months nor more 
than three years, and said board may recommit such females 
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to a State institution or to such other institutions in this State 
aa may be approved by it as being suitable for the proper care 
of such females, and as being equipped to give medical treat- 
ment to such of them as may be diseased, and industrial train- 
ing to such of them as may be in need thereof. All such institu- 
tions, except State institutions, shall receive from the State the 
same fees as are allowed by law to jailers, and the records of 
the Auditor of Public Accounts shall show the city or county in 
which each of such inmates was convicted. After the expira- 
tion of the minimum sentence of any such female, the State 
Board of Public Welfare may at any time order the release of 
such female when satisfied that such release is conducive to the 
welfare of such female and will not be detrimental to the Com- 
monwealth. If, however, the State Board of Charities and Cor- 
rections finds it not possible or expedient to place such females 
in the institutions named above, the said board is hereby au- 
thorized to commit them to jail or, in their discretion, to place 
said females on probation. 



CHAPTER 368, ACTS OF 1922. 
An act providing for a commission on mental health. 

Whereas, there is need for more general dissemination of 
information and wider public interest regarding mental hygiene, 
the prevalence, causes and prevention of insanity, mental defect 
arid epilepsy and their effects on the individual, his or her off- 
spring, the community and the State ; and, 

Whereas, inadequate special provision is now made in our 
public schools for the appropriate teaching and training of men- 
tally deficient, backward and epileptic children; and, 

Whereas, insufficient consideration and study is given to tfie 
relationship of mental disorders and epilepsy to crime and moral 
delinquency; and, 

Whereas, defective delinquents constitute a troublesome 
group in our hospitals, prisons, reformatories and industrial 
schools, that special study and custody, and probably a separate 
institution; and. 

Whereas, many mental defectives and epileptics that cannot 
be provided for in our State institutions need better supervision 
and eare than can be given them in their homes; and, 

Whereas, out-patient mental clinics and hospital social serv- 
ice have seemed to have proven of advantage elsewhere; and, 

Whereas, special provision for border-line or doubtful cases, 
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and the diagnosis and study of mental diseases in their incipi- 
ency and most curable stage should receive more attention, there- 
by aiding in earlier recovery; and, 

Whereas, a psychopathic hospital and institute seems to 
furnish the best means of such diagnosis and treatment, and the 
scientific study and research into abnormal and subnormal men- 
tal conditions and the clinical teaching of psychiatry; and, 

Whereas, many patients, furloughed or discharged from the 
several State institutions for the insane, feeble-minded and epi- 
leptic frequently need advice and assistance of psychiatrists and 
trained social workers, in order that such cases may more readily 
readjust themselves to their environment, avoid social and eco- 
nomic stress, and procure suitable employment and home care 
and treatment, thereby preventing another mental upset; there- 
fore, 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
a commission on mental health be constituted and appointed by 
the Governor, as follows : 

The chairman of the State Board of Public Welfare, who 
shall be chairman ; the commissioner of the same board, who 
shall be secretary; one member of the State Senate, one mem- 
ber of the House of Delegates, the Commissioner of State Hos- 
pitals, the Superintendent of the Central State Hospital and the 
Superintendent of the Virginia Colony for Epileptics and Feeble- 
Minded, the State Health Commissioner, the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and two citizens from the State at large, at 
least one of whom shall be a woman — to inquire into these sev- 
eral matters and report to him, with suggestions, plans and 
recommendations, not later than November first, nineteen hun- 
dred and twenty-three; and such report shall be incorporated 
in the annual report of the Department of Public Welfare for 
the biennial ending September thirtieth, nineteen hundred and 
twenty-three, and transmitted by him to the General Assembly, 
with such recommendations as he may deem proper and advis- 
able for the general welfare of the State and the classes affected. 

It is further provided that the members of said commission 
shall serve without pay. 



CHAPTER 81, ACTS OF 1922. 

and re-enact sections 1039 and 1075 and 1077 of title 12, 
jf the Code of Virginia 1919, relative to the insane, epi- 
: -minded, and inebriates. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Vir- 
ions ten hundred and thirty-nine, ten hundred 
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and seventy-five and ten hundred and seventy-seven of title 
twelve, chapter forty-six of the Code of Virginia, nineteen hun- 
dred and nineteen, be amended and re-enacted to read as follows: 

Sec. 1039. Idiots and feeble-minded to be returned. — If an 
idiot or feeble-minded person, not insane, be sent to or received 
in any hospital for the insane, the superintendent thereof shall 
notify his committee or legal representative, who shall promptly 
remove from the said institution and may have him committed 
to the appropriate colony for the feeble-minded. The cost of 
transportation of each idiot or feeble-minded person to, and re- 
moval from, the hospital shall be paid by the county or city in 
which he was committed. 

Sec 1075. Feeble-minded person and idiot defined. — The 
words "feeble-minded person" in this chapter shall be construed 
to mean any person with mental defectiveness from birth or 
from an early age so pronounced that he is incapable of caring 
for himself or managing his affairs, or of being taught to do so, 
and is unsafe and dangerous to himself and others, and to the 
community, and who consequently requires care, supervision and 
control for the protection and welfare of himself, others and 
the community, but who is not classible as an "insane person" as 
usually interpreted. An idiot is defined to be a person who from 
birth or by reason of failure of early development has not at- 
tained the maximum mental age of three years, according to 
the Binet or other approved mental tests, and who is incapable 
of making known his natural wants, to feed himself, and prac- 
tically deficient in the mentality of a normal child of three years 
of age. 

Sec 1077. Who to be received in the State colonies for epi- 
leptics and feeble-minded; employment, training of patients, edu- 
cation, et cetera.— -The Superintendent of the State Colony for 
Epileptics and Feeble-Minded shall receive and care for such 
feeble-minded white persons who are legal residents of Virginia 
as, under the laws of the State, may be committed to the said 
colony ; provided that, in committing persons to said colony and 
receiving them therein, those indigent white persons who would 
be most likely to receive benefit from colony care and training, 
women of child-bearing age, from twelve to forty-five years of 
age, and children not under eight years of age, to whom such 
training would be of most benefit, shall, as far as practicable, be 
first received and admitted. And, in order to promote the object 
for which the said colony is established, for the protection of 
society and feeble-minded persons themselves, and that those 
who are capable of being trained so as to support themselves may 
eventually leave the institution and enjoy the life and liberty of 
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the outer world, the superintendent thereof and the said special 
board of directors, shall, as far as practicable, provide suitable 
employment for such patients and such training, both educa- 
tional and industrial, as may be adapted to their capacities, and 
shall see that such moral, medical and surgical treatment as they 
may deem proper shall be given such patients in order to pro- 
mote the objects for which the institution is provided. The spe- 
cial board of directors and superintendent shall, as far as prac- 
ticable, provide necessary school and industrial buildings and 
employ such teachers as may be necessary for these purposes. 
Until separate buildings for the feeble-minded are provided, the 
superintendent may receive and care for white epileptic males, 
such feeble-minded male patients as may for urgent and distress- 
ing reasons require custodial care and treatment. It shall be 
unlawful for any colony to receive and care for, with feeble- 
minded patients, any idiot as denned in section ten hundred and 
seventy-five. However, on provision by the State of building or 
buildings at any colony for the reception and care of idiots, they, 
when duly committed according to the provisions of law as to 
the commitments of the feeble-minded, shall be received and seg- 
regated therein apart from the feeble-minded population of any 
such colony or colonies. It is further provided that it shall be 
lawful to transfer from the department for epileptics and feeble- 
minded in any colony or colonies patients, whether epileptic or 
feeble-minded, who from mental deterioration may have reached 
the practical state of idiocy, to be eared for in such building or 
buildings. The children of school age within the population of 
said colony shall be enumerated in the school census of the dis- 
trict and county in which the colony is located, as a part of the 
school population of the Commonwealth, and annually the col- 
ony shall be entitled to receive from the State Board of Educa- 
tion an appropriation for the support of the said school, based 
on its population such as is made to the Virginia Industrial 
School at Bon Air, the Reformatory at Laurel, and the like in- 
stitutions. 

Sec. 2. All acts and parts of acts in conflict herewith are 
hereby repealed. 

Sec. 3. An emergency existing, this act shall be in force 
from its passage. 
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CHAPTER 398, ACTS OF 1922. 

An act to authorize the counties and cities of the State to establish county 
or city farms, and providing for the use of the same, and for the gov- 
ernment and support of persons confined therein. 

1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia, That 
the board of supervisors of any county, or the council of any 
city, of this State may, within their respective jurisdiction or 
elsewhere, establish and maintain a farm where any person con- 
victed of misdemeanor or violation of city ordinances, and sen- 
tenced to confinement in the jail of said county, or city, or to 
be confined for failure to pay any fine or cost as provided by 
law, may be confined and required to do such, work as may be 
assigned him or her during the term of sentence aforesaid, un- 
der such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the ad- 
ministrator of said farm. 

2. Said city or county farm shall be under the supervision, 
control and management of the council in cities, and the said 
council may exercise said control either directly or through a 
farm board appointed for that purpose, said board to be com- 
posed of not less than three nor more than five men and women, 
who shall serve without compensation and whose terms of office 
shall be so arranged that not all of them will expire in any period 
of two years ; and, in counties said farm shall be under the su- 
pervision, control and management of a farm board, to be ap- 
pointed by the board of supervisors, said farm board to be con- 
stituted as in cities where farm boards are authorized by this 
section; provided, however, that in the event a city or county 
farm shall be established and operated by two or more cities or 
counties jointly, that the method of control shall be determined 
by the councils and boards of supervisors of the cities and coun- 
ties so establishing and operating said farm; and, provided fur- 
ther, that nothing in this act shall be construed 

operation of such farm through the city sergeant 
sheriff if the governing body should so determim 

3. All prisoners convicted and sentenced as 
be required to work on said farm, unless for goo 
the judge of the circuit court of the county or th 
corporation or hustings court of the city in whos 
oner is confined, shall otherwise order; and, pre 
that any male prisoner so convicted and sentenci 
discretion of the judge aforesaid, be sent to worl 
or the public roads as now provided by law, as • 
best interest of the prisoner and the Commonwes 
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4. Any county or city that has no farm may enter into an 
agreement with some county or city maintaining such farm to 
receive and work all persons liable to confinement, and work 
them, as aforesaid, on such terms and conditions as to the pay- 
ment of board, medical expenses and clothing as may be mutually 
agreed upon by the board of supervisors of the county or the 
council of the city. 

5. With the consent of the county or city maintaining such 
farm, the State may commit any person liable to confinement 
and work on such farm to said farm, and shall pay said county 
or city maintaining such farm the fees and expenses now or 
hereafter allowed to jailers, which payment shall be made when 
approved and certified by the judge of the county or city owning 
said farm. 

6. Said county or city farm may be used as a demonstrat- 
ing farm by agreement between the State Board of Agriculture 
and the county or city maintaining and operating said farm. 

7. All expenses of maintaining said farm, supporting the 
prisoners worked thereon, including board, clothing and medical 
attention, shall be borne by the county or city owning such farm, 
except as herein otherwise provided. 

8. All acts and parts of acts in conflict with this act are 
hereby repealed. 

9. A similar act having been omitted by inadvertence from 
the Code of nineteen hundred and nineteen, and several farm 
boards having been constituted under said act, and being now in 
operation, an emergency is declared to exist, and this act shall 
take effect from its passage. 
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